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1. umaxmcN 


A. Ihe Mission Of The Task Force 

1. The Problem 

Ch ¥bve±>er 1975» yillism C. Sullivan, Sorwer 
Assistant Director, Donestlc L:itelligence Division, 
Federal Bvsreau of Investigation, testified before the 
Senate Select tonnittee to Studt/ GoveirmEntal Operations 
vith Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that 
fioQ late 1963 and continuing until the assassination of 
Dr. )&rtin Luther Xing, Jr., Ring eas the target of an 
intensive caopalgn by the F.6.I. to neutralize hia as an 
effective civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in 
the war against King 'Tto holds were barred.” (Senate 
Beport Ho. 94-755, Final B^ort of the Select Cooisittee 
to Study GovemnEntal Operations with Bespect to 
Intelligence Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other 
testimony describing dils F.B.I. counterintelligence 
caopaign against King reached the public through the 

media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of 
the widespread speculation on the possibility that the 
Bureau may have had some responslbili^ in Dr. King* • ■ 
dead! and may not have done an iapartial and thorou^ 
investigation of the assassination. 




2. Ihe Attorney General ’5 Dtreetlve 


Qci Ifevenber 24, 1975, the Attorney General of the 
ttdted States directed the CLvll Bi^ts Division of the 
Departsent of Justice to xzidert^ a reviev of the files 
of the Dep ar ts e nt end Its Tederal Bureau of investigation 
to detexioine whether the investigation of the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be reopened, ^Sare 
particularly it was sou^t to be determined: G-) whether 
any action taken In relation to Dr. King by the FBI before 
the assassination had, or loay have had, an effect, direct 
or indirect, on that event, and (2) \hetf«r any action vas 
ticen by the FBI which had, or may have had, any other 
adverse effect on Dr. King. Becocxnendations for criminal, 
disciplinary or other appropriate action were requested. 

3. The Review up to April 26, 1976 

Bn the next four months, the Assistant Attorney 
Gg pftral In disTge of i^ie Civil Bi^ts Division, his 
principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the 
Chief of the Criminal Section of ^ Civil RL^ts 
Division, acting as a review staff, variously read portions 
of the FBI headquarters file on e person 
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vho served as an adviser to Dr. King, portlans of the FBI 
headquarters security file on Dr. King himself, portions 
of the FBI headquarters file on the assasslnatioh Investi¬ 
gation, scoae Depsr^ient (as o^)osed to FBD files relating 
to Dr. King, and other Bureau doammts Including everything 
on Martin Luther King, Jr., held In the late J. Edgar Hoover's 
official, confidential and personal files. 

Bjr a HBDoranduD to the Attorney Gmeral dated April 
9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General In charge of the 
Civil Rlg^s Division sxhmitted a 51 page report of die 
Qiief of the Civil Ri^ts Division's Criminal Section dated 


March 31, 1976, eohodylng the results of the three-sm study. 


* *iiie 




exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, end 
counterintelligence activities against. Dr. King. 

Ihe Assistant Attorney General recocnended the 


creation of a Departmental Task Force to ccoplete the 
review he and his team had begun. Re also recomiEnded an 
Advisory Comnlttee of distinguished citiaens to advise with 
the task force. The further revie(<7 proposed Included Inter¬ 
rogation of material wldiesses, reading all the pertinent 
field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters 
files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil ri^ts 
activists. A recomaendatlon was made to review tapes secured 
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by elecQrcnic surveillance with a view to detexcdnixig 
vhldi of six^h materials should be and could be legally 
destroyed. The Assistant Attorney General felt that 
the FBI d:iould assess the culpability of its ageits 
involved in the wrongdoing by the principals naoed In 
the re por t. His memorandum to the Attorn^ General 
concluded that prob^ly criminal redress was time" 
barred, that civil remedies ml^t be available to 
the King foully but ml^t also be more eobarrasslng 
than helpful, and hence that consideration be given 
to a direct payment by the settlement process or by 
a private bill to coapensate the King survivors, or 
with the survivors' concurrence, the King Fomdation; 
if this last issue were left to the task force or an 
Advisory ConxuLssion, It should consider the pros and 
cons and recoonmd as it sees fit. 

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Ri^ts 
Division memoranda (and oomiEnts thereon from the Deputy 
Attorney General, the Solicitor Ger^al, and frcm staff 
mecbers and the Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal 
Division) to the Coizisel, Office of Professional Respon" 
aibllity. The Attorney General charged the Office of 
Professional Responsibility with the work of cocpletlng 
the review beem bv the Civil Riehts Division. His memo- 

- ___ __ _ W - 
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request for tte review 
involved four matters. First, \dietiier 
the FBI investigation of the Dr. Martiii . 
Luther King's assassination was thorajgh 
and honest; second, \d%ther there was 
any evident that the I3I was Involved 
in the assassination of Dr. King; third, 
in li^t of the first two questions, 
tdieth^ there is any new cadence iiMch 
has come to the attention of the Depart¬ 
ment concerning the assassination of Dr. 

King vMch sho^d be dealt with by the 
a pp ro priate authorities; fourth, whether 
the nature of the relationship ^tween 
the Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal 
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or 
other appropriate action. 

As tis £ourt!h pointi^ X sgsiii 
that from the partial review \diich has 
been made, Mr. Fottinger concludes 'we 
have found that the FBI undertook a system¬ 
atic program of harassment of Martin Luther 
King, by means both legal and illegal, In 
ord^ to discredit him and harm both him 
and the movement he led.' Asstming that 
the major statutory violations relevant 

ck Jit J 1 O f T C ^ 

WUUAU L/C 

241 and Section 242, Mr. Fottinger*s mano- 
randun concludes that any prosecution con¬ 
templated tzider those acts would now be 
barred by the five-year statute of limLta- 
tlons with the possible exception \diich 
would exist if there were proof of a con¬ 
tinuing conspiracy. 

As to uie matter of new evidence 
with respect to the assassination under¬ 
standing is that the Department has never 
closed the Martin Luther King file and 
that numerous allegatlcns of the possible 
Involvement of co-conspirators arc prooptly 
Investigated. The threat of the review vhich 
1 requested, however, was to determine 
idiether a new lock at vdiat was done by the 
Bureau In investigating the assassination 
or in the relationship between the Bureau 
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end Dr. King nl^t give a different 
enphasls or ne^ clues in any way to 
thfi ©f involvsssnC in 

crime. At t^s point in die review, 
as I read the necDranda. nothing has 
turned 19 relevant cn this latter 
point. 


The review is not cooplete. 

Mr. Fottinger and all those tho have 
coonented vpon his nemorandum recGomend 
tlisit thifi re^s^ b 6 cccpXstsd. Mr. 
Fottinger also has made other recconen- 
datlons upon i^ch there is seme differ¬ 
ence of opinion. In view, it is 
essential that the review he cocpleted 
as soon as possible and in as thorou^ 
a manner as is required to answer the 
basic questions. In view of ^hat has 
already been done, and the tentative 
conclusions readied, special eephasis 
ahexjid be given to the fourth question. 

conducting this review you should 
call t:pon the Department to furnish 
to you the staff you need. 

^ conclusion as to the' review 
conducted by the Civil Kl^ts Division 
is that it has now shown that this 
complete review is necessary, partlci^ 
larly in view of the ccnclusicxi as to 
the systematic program of harassment. 

If your review turns ip matters for 
specific action, we should discuss the 
best way to proceed on each such case." 


B. The Task Force And The llathod Of Review 


The Counsel of die 0ffi.ee of Professicnal Responsi¬ 
bility selected three attorneys from the Civil Ri^ts Division, 
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R. Kieckhefer and \JllliamD. khite, 
one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division, 
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James F. Walker, and a retired attorney Fred G. Folsom, 
vho is c u rrently a consultant to the Tax Division wldi 
37 years of experience in Civil Bl^ts Division (iMch 
Included hococide cases), Criminal Division and Tax 
Division prosecutions. As tiie senior man the latter 

was designated to head the task force. This comnittee 

- - 

or task force began its work cn 4, 1976. The cocmLttee 
was further staffed by the addlticn of two research analysts, 
Ms. Hope Byrne and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries. 

Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holmes, and tuo cleik- 
typists, Mrs. Leroylyne Hirray and Ms. Dana Boyd. 

Consideraticn of tentative outline for an eventual 
report based on the chronology of events In the relation^p 
between Dr. Martin Uither King and the Federal Bureau of 
TrTvestigatiGn brou^^t t-aiel c force up against the fact 
that the field of the history before tiie assassination had 
just been plowed twice; once by the Civil Bi^ts Division 
memoranda of Ifarch 31, 1976, and ^>ril 9, 1976 and once 
(among other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Comnittee 
to Stuffy Goveznmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence 
Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d 
Session, Books II and m). 

By wi^ of contrast, however, the matter of the assas- 
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Judged by the Civil Ri^ts DLvislcn's Assistant Attorney 
General and his tMO assistants prlaarlly on their fanxLll- 
arlty with the Departiaait file on tt« Investigaticn as It 
had progressed since 1968. lha dvll Rights Division's 
Martin Luther King* Jr., review nscoranda reflected that 
a study had been nade of only the first 10 sections of the 
fBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation 
and only a randan inspection was done of some of the remain¬ 
ing 7A secdcnSs 5^re \©s no factual discussion or analysis. 
The conclusion was reached ty the Civil Rights Division staff 
that "the Bureau's investigation was oonprehensive, thorou^ 
arid professicnal" OLcphy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6). 
It determined therefore to begin tiie task force's study 
with a cooplete review of the files on the FBI's investigation 
of the assassination. It was tiie consensus of the review 
team that by broaching the whole task by first examining 
the character and cccpleteness of the nurder investigation 
an Siswer Cw ld be ufide to the Attorney G^eral's quesdon 
as to the Bureau's performance in that regard and also an 
answer could be Indicated to his question going to the Bureau's 
possible responsibility, if any, direct or Indirect, for 
Dr. King's death. 

After the examlnatioa of the FBI's Investigation of 
the nirder of Dr. King, the review teas proceeded to go 
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back dd ccEiplece dia lr4cuiry Into the Sureau^s pre- 
assassination relationship with Dr. King. Itecessarlly 
included again In this second stage of our review was 
the consideration of lather the FBI was in any way 
isplicated in the ciarder directly or indirectly. 

Ihe task force trade a particular point of looking 
at all the material in the FBI headquarters and field 
office files on the Assassination Investigation, the so- 
called 'l4jrkln File** ^Isrkin being an ac r o n ym for M^der 
of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File lt\ the 
Ccninfil-SCLC File (Cccanfil being an acronym for Coarunist 
Infiltration; S.C.L.C., the Initials for the Southern Christian 
leadership Conference) V; the file on Connunist Influence 
in Facial letters A/ and the advisor to King File 5/. 

The "MLitkin” file was solely concerned \ri.th the lairder investi¬ 
gation. The other four files provided a tailti-focal vierw 


1/ FBI HQ. AA-38861 


y FBI HQ. 100-106670 

3/ FBI HQ. 100-438794 

THl HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file 
”” 'entitled Cccranist Party, U.S.A. Negro Question; 


5/ FBI HQ. 100-392452 




of the Bureau's intelligence and oouncerlntelllgence 
activities vith respect to Dc. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The scheme of citation hereinafter used vUl be to 
mnifflfze footnotes, place ^ source citation In the 
body of the vriting, and designate headquarters files 
by "HQ'* and nucber and serial and Field Office files 
by city and nuiber and serial, e.g.: Otephis A4-1987- 
153). Exceptions to this scheme will be ccplained vhen 
made. 

The more voliminous of the pertinent files In 
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington 
Fi^d Office files were located in Memphis, Atlanta, 

Baltimore, Charlotte, Bixmingh^, New Orleans, Los Angeles, 

San Francisco, Kansas City, St. Louis, Chaha, Chicago, 

Springfield (Ill.), Milwaukee and Mew York. These were 
examined in place by visits by task force personnel. The 
remainix^ files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in 
Washington. Pertinent newsp^>er clipping files maintained 
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices 
were scanned. 

In terms of papers examined, more tiian 200,000 
entries , many with numerous pages ccuceming both the 
murder Investigation and die security Investigaticn were 
covered. The five attorneys sitting together originally 
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and later, as the work progressed, splitting vp to 
work singly or in teane together with the research 
personnel, considered separate sections of eadi file 
conpiling notes, comtenting m, or reading aloud, or 
noting for reading by all of the connittee, items of 
significance. Notes were ta]<en, v^ien pertinent items 
were encountered, ^ a serial-by>serial basis ("serials" 
being each separate docment entry of me or more pages 
in the file). The resulting books of notes were then 
reviewed and used in conjunctim with the original-source 
serials for the development of the statements of fact 
herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected 
in oonteirporaneous menoranda which aided in the development 
of the facts recited. 

Selected portions of the so-called Official and 
Confidential files v^ch had been kept in the office of 
the late J. Edgar Hoover, sane sensitive files in the 
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Secxirity Division, 
and the files of former Assistant Director William 
Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent 
files of the Attom^s General. The task force attorneys 
review the transcripts of key intercepted telephone 
and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King 
and his associates. Ihese were spot checked 
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for accuracy agalnsc the tapes of tliose surveillances. 

A canvass of other investigative agencies was nade to 
determine v^ther their files reflected that Intelligence 
or counterintelligence requests had been made upon them 
by the fBI in relation to Dr. King, ‘This Included the 
Defense D^artment. the State Department, the U.S. 

Infoimatian Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the 
Postal Inspection Service, the Internal Bevenue Service's 
Intelligence Division and the Treasury Department's Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Flreaims. The material turned \:p 
hy these agencies was ecamlned, albeit little of consequence 
was discovered. Relevant portions of the InvestigatiGn reports 
of tiie Manphis Police Department on the King mirder were 
xeroxed and studied. 

Di addition to official files, the task force personnel 
considered piiblished material from the public sector dealing 
with Dr. Phrtin Uither King, , and his assassination. 

Included in this category were a viewing of the Coluihia 
Broadcasting System 's program on the death of King in its series 
"The Assassins," a National Broadcasting C cu p any "Tom o rrow'' 
program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of hooks and articles 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the role 
of the FBI in relation to the nurder of Dr. King (see 
Bibliography, App, A, Ex. 6)* This lead to some valu^le 
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evidentiary material - principally oral and written 
statements of Janes Earl Bay - was used to buttress 

tbe reconstructicn of dve facts of the mjrder and of the 
531 ilTV8S£igstilCR* 

Some 30 Interviews were condiicted, principally in 
the assassination phase of the task force stiufy. They were 
helpful in supplementing the results of interviews dene 
during dve lOLcrder Investigation. 

IXirlng the review of the Meephis Field Office files, 
an on-site Inspection of the crime scene was conducted and 
the exhibits in the office of the Clerk of the County Court 
for Shelby County, Tennessee, \tere examined. 


II. THE ASSASSINATICN INVESTIGmON 


A. Events Surrounding April 4, 1968 

1. The Poor People’s Canpaign 

Tb understand the isovecients of Dr. King during this 
critical period, it Is necessary to briefly discuss the 
Poor People's Canpalgn (POCAM). originally called the 
Washington Spring Project In idiich he and the SCLC were involved. 
POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of i^ril 1968, 
and involved recruiting seme 3,000 poor uneoployed blacks 
from 16 localities in the Uhited States for Che purpose of 
goii^ to Washington, D.C., and petitioning the govemment to 
isprove their economic status (HQ 157-8428~S1). 

The plan was to canp on the Washington Monunent or 
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). tXiring the first 
and seoxid weeks, demands would be inade of congressmen and 
heads of deparbnents, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the 
demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be 
conducted (HQ 157-8428-109). 

Dc. King's planned travel schedule for February and 
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various 
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina 
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had 
become discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and 
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training deronstrators (HQ 157-8428-206). During this low 
point in the ?0C^ Dr. King was pjrsuaded to alter his plans 
and tx> gp to Maiphis, Tennessee, in support of a strike involving 
^e city's sanitation workers. 

2. Memphis Sanitation Worker’s Strike 


Cn February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation 
workers esployed by the city of Mecphls called a wildcat 
strike. The strikers were represented by Local 1733 of the 
American Federation of State, County and Mniclpal Diployees 
who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining 
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage inprovements. 
Payroll dsdu^tlDn of igilc" duss, 3nd & pTSDOtlon 5 yst€ni &s 
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program. 

(HQ 157-9146-a). 


The HAACP intervened in the strike because all of 
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A 
militant young black power group known as the Invaders was 
similarly Interested in the strike. The group consisted of 
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell 
of a larger group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed 


uj waic 
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of BOP was to stlimlate a sense of black identity, black pride 
and black consciousness In young blacks. 





The strikers \«ere also siipported by a group of black 
ministers, comected with the Memphis Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance. \Aio adopted the name QCME (Comunl^ on 
the MTve for Equality). It was members of this gra^ that 
were Instninental In bringing Or. King to Memphis. On March 3. 

1 OAft P«JOT*PTV^ Tflr npg M T.arjcnm Tv* 

Centenary Methodist Church,^Memphis, and member of COME, stated 
on a television program (UHBQ-IV) that he wanted to bring 
Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights organizations) to 
Menphis In an effort to unify the entire black comnunlty 
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23). The 
intervention of these various black cccmunity organizations 
caused the city of Mecphis to be concerned about the racial 


overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence 


fun ^ /.£_vn 
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Dr. King made his first visit to Menphis in support 
of the strike on the night of Itoch IS, 1968. On that occasion, 
in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,OCX) people at 
a rally sponsored by (nC at the Mason Tenple, he called for 
a general protest day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked 
not to go to vjork or school on that day and were urged to 
participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his 
party stayed at the Lorraine M^tel, A06 Mjlberry Street, on 


/ 
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the right of ^&rch 18, 1968 and left Mec^his shortly before 
noon on l^ch 19. 1968. ostensibly to go to the State of 
Mississippi in connection with the POCAM (HQ 157*9146-X39). 

Hie City of Menphls was virtually paralyzed by a 
16* inch snowfall on March 22. 1968. resulting in the post- 
ponenent of the planned mass march to ^^ch 28, 1968. Br. King 
returned to Menphis on the 28th, arriving at the airport at 
^rproocimately 10;22a.m. By that time approodmately 5,000 to 
6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age. had 
congregated at tiie Claybom Teople (located at 280 Hernando St.) 
for the st^t of tiie march. According to tiie plm of the march, 
the sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the 
people following behind. The march was to proceed north on 
Hernando to Beale Street, thence west on Beale Street to 
Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall. 

The march got underway at approximately 11:00a.m. and 
had proceeded to Hemaxido and Beale before it was joined by 


Dr. King. VJhen the front of the inarch (led by Dr. King) 
reached bfedn Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear 


of the inaxch neai: ihlxd and Beale (m? blocks fruu the front 


of the march) ripped the si^is off ■ their poles and began 
breaking store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed 
and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. Ihe 
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disruption of the inarch caused Dr. King's aides to coctnandeer 
an autocobile, and Dr. King and his party were escorted by 
police to Che KiveicDnc Hotel operated by Holiday Inns of 
Aoierica. (HQ 157*9146-45). Dr. King left the inarch at 
ll;15a.m. and checked into the Rivemont Hotel at 11:24a.m. 

\diere he stayed until hbrch 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party 
were scheduled to retvxm to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at 
9:05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and were scheduled id leave 
Atlanta the morning of March 29, 1968, for Baltimore 
(HQ 157-9146*45). Thus, remaining in Mesphis on the night 
of liie 28th was a change in plans. 

Ihe city ordered a 7:00p.m. curfew and approximately 
3,500 members of the Tennessee National Guard were called out 
to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were 
shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fires were set; and over 
300 persons were arrested, i^proximately one percent of the 
marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these vere 
people vdo were criminally inclined and tdio had been in previous 
trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue of the Meaphis "Cccmercial 
^jpeal” reported tiiat many of the looters and window breakers 
were black power advocates and that several wore jackets of 
^e "Invaders". However, other sources, including Lieutenant 
E.H. Aikin of the Maiphis Police D^artment, indicated that 
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many hig^ school age students had put the vord "Invaders" on 
their jackets for effect and vere not necessarily affiliated 
with the BCF aovement (HQ 1S7~9X46'*4S). The violence and 
disruption of the march uas of great concern to Tie, 
because of the possible effect it might have on the planned 
POCAM Therefore, he vcMed to return to Msrphis and 
demmstrate that be had not lost his effectiveness in 
leading nonviolent marches. 

TV - King ■ vith his SQiC recumed to 

Meophis on ^nril 3, 1968, at 10:33a.m. After a press 
conference at the airport, the groi^ proceeded to the Lorraine 
Mstel, arrivirtg there at approximately 11:20a.m. At about 
12:05p.m. Pr. King left the Lorraine hbtel for a meeting at 
the Centenary Methodist Church (Security and Sinveillance R^t. 
of G.P, Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department, dated 
July 17, 1968). Dr. King announced at this roeetirig that his 
purpose in returning to Menphis was to lead a mass march on 
April o, ivoo utki loz-yiHO-:# p.o;. 

However, on April 3, 1968, Ihited States District 
Court Judge Bailey Brown issued a teoporary restraining order 
against further inarches in Menphis (I®^ 157-9146-9, p.l). 

Dr. King returned to the Lorraine hbtel at 2:25p.m. and sometime 
that afternoon Federal Ifershals served him and his aides vdth 
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the restraining order. (Secxirity and Surveillance Rept. of 
G.P. Tines. Inspector. Meophls Police Department, dated 
July 17, 1968). 

Ac flpproxiiDately 4:00p.m. Dr. King and the SOJC staff 
met vlth the BOP gcoi^ at time Charles Cabbage requested 

money to Institute BOP plans to start a "liberation School" 
and a ‘^lack 0>op". Dr. King agreed to use his influence 
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Toung agreed to help 
ijylte lip a p i jw i ■ It Is believed these concessions were 
to BOP In order to keep than in line and prevent then from 
foilwing a violent pattern. (HQ 157-9146-9, p.9) 

On the nl^t of ^ril 3, 1968, Dr, King spoke to 
approKimately 2,000 persons at the Mason Teiple. He enphaslzed 
that the scheduled mass march must be held on ^11 8, 1968, 
to re-focus attention on the eight-week old sanitation workers 
strike. 

After the speech, Solotnon Jones, Jr., servii^ as 
King's chauffeur him harfc CQ the Lorraine Motel. 

Dr. King cold Jones to report back on Ihursday morning, 

April 4, 1968, at 8; 30a.m. because he had to appear in court 
in connection with a restraining order, (^fe^phis 44-1987-2322 
P.51.) 



3. Dr. Klng*s Activities on April 4, 1968 


According to Mrs. Georgia M. Davis of Lcxitsville, 
Kentucky (FBI interview; HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.20) ihe, 
Rev. A.D. Uilllans King, (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie 
Ward arrived In Msiphis on April 4. 1968, from Florida and 
registered at the Lorraine Ms tel at approximately l:00a.in. 
Upon inquiring about lar. King, they were told that be was 
attending a strate^ meetlrg at a church. The three then 
went to the church, but Dr. King was not there. 

Returning to the motel, Dr. King's brother, 

Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward C(^Tversed in rocrn 207 until they 
observed Dr. King, along with Reverends Ralph Abernathy 
and Bernard Lee, getting out of a taxicab in the motel 
courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Et. King was invited to roan 207 
^ere he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward 
until about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 \here he and 

Rev. Abemathv were reeistered. About a half hour later 

- ^ ^ _ __ ___ _ _ 

Dr. King went to room 201 \here he visited with Mrs. Davis 
for approximately one hour. Afterwards he returned to room 
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m. 

Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned 
to the lorraine Motel at about 8;30a.m. to take him to court. 


y: 
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However, Rev. Young advised Jones that he vas going to 

coMsrc j2is^s3.d of Pjf King, Jon gg tjc sig(jv2cstfid 

to remain at the motel. (HQ 4A-38861-2322, p.51). 

Ckr. King remained at the motel the entire day, 
recucming to room 201 at about l:3pp.m. to visit Mrs. Davis. 
He was later joined in room 201 by his brother, Mrs. Ward, 
Abematiy, Lee, Young, and Attorney Giauncey Eskridge. 

The grov^J cxjnversed mtil about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King 
announced they were gping to dinner at the home of 
Rev. BUly Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). t! Biroute to 
rocm 306 to dress. Dr. King saw Solomon Jones, Jr. in the 
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were 
preparing to go to dinner (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). 


*/ mere is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr, King returned 
Bd room 306. Mrs. D^is places the time at 5:45p.m. Hcwever, 
in an FBI interview. Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4. 

1968, he and Dr. Kir« did not leave the motel and spent most 
of the day In roan 306, He further stated that he and Dr. King 
had been gone from their room for approximately one hour or 
less vhen they returned to the room at about 5;30p.m. to get 
dressed for dinner at the heme of Rev. Billy Kyles, (HQ 44-38861 
2322, p.48). 
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At approximately 6:00p.ic. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy 

9UAAUCU W XCVUVC ^W%IU1 a/WV* <W« JlUUiAaUiiJT AiWA. « 

ootnent and Dr. King ualked out onto the balcony just outside 
the door to the roan (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones 
standing beside the car on the ground level and b^an a 
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. King 
that he sboild put on a topcoat as it was cool outside. 

During this conversation. Dr. King was facing west and Jones 
was facing east and looking up at Dr. King from the ground 
level. As Dr. King ackxwledged Jones' concern about getting 

E1X9 OUllCd ElCdfU S WILLULl lit? W«1S> H X4a.e 

cracker and Dr. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front 
of room 306. Jones inmer.lately called for help and a number 
of Dr. King's aides, yibo were either in their rooms or standing 
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). —^ 


*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that 
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by 
\ziduly detaining him on the balcony, ^thing in the evidence 
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation. 
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4. rsi Intelligence and local Police Activities 


a. rBI Infomants . Kcbert G. Jensen« the Special 
Agent in Charge of the Maqphis Field Office, and Joseph 
B^ter# case agent for MJFKIN, have \g>equivocally assured 
the ta^ force that there was no electronic surveillance of 
Dr. King in Meir^his. It was ej^lained that Menphis was not in 
the mainstream of Dr. King’s SCDC activities (Interview 
of Special Agent Joe Hester, Jtne 23, 1976, App.B). 

However, FBI agents did observe the sanitation worker's 
strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Menphis 
Police Department (HPD) and confidential paid infonrants did 
svpply information to the field office (Interview of former 
SAC Robert Jens^. Julv 7. 1976. Aro.B). 

V ^ V - 

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid 
confidential inforroants providing intelligeioe regarding the 
racial situation to the Menphis Field Office ot a continuing 
basis. The intelligenoe coverage provided by these individuals 
related to the activities of the Natim of Islam, Black Students 
Association of M5U, Students for a Democratic Society, Black 
Organizing Fewer, Black United Front, Afro-American Brother¬ 
hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is 
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no evidence that the activities of these Informants related 


dir grl-ly tQ ts TIP evldsicfi 

that would suggest that these Informants were connected in 
arty way with the assassination of Dr. King. (HQ 134~11867; 


170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.) 

b. MPP Infiltration of the Invaders . Ih addition 
to the paid FBI informants, an officer of the IIPD infiltrated 
the Invaders in an undercover operation. Hie officer iho was 
later exposed and is no longer with the MFD, was intervierad 
by the task force. The vndercover assignnent began in 

♦•Tvo ^ m iv i kr^eA 1 

uac ax a.j, 

the Invaders vdio became active about the same time of the 
sanitation workers strike. According to the officer the 
MFD was pr imar ily interested in the Invaders, not Dr. King, 


because the MH) was concerned about what they mL^t do. The 


police officer VTas, in fact^. accepted as a menber of the 
Lrvaders and participated in their activities. On the 
evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, the informant 
had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and 
Rev^end Janes C^o^e. The informant said he returned 
to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:0pp.m. and was 
standing in the motel courtyard at the time Dr. King 
shot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King 




cause from the rear of the buildings ^ch front on South 
Street. 

c. MFD Surveillance Detail and Removal of Detective 
Redditt frcm Duty . —^ Ftom die time of Dr. King’s return 
to Mmpbis on April 3, 1968, mtil the time of his 
assassination, he was under physical surveillance by the 
MFD. ppoi learning of Dr. King's flight schedule, Inspector 
G.F. Tines of the MID hispectional Bureau instructed two 
blade plainclothes officers, Detective Ecbard E. Redditt and 
Patrolman Willie B. Ridximd, to go to the airport to observe 
the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him under continuous 
surveillance in order to see with whom he came in contact. 
According to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered 
because Dr. King was a c ontr oversial figurs and had met with 
local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis. While 
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas. Matthews pointed her finger at 
R ed ditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Report 
of G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance 
of Dr. King, B.) 


^ Ihe removal of Redditt from duty was cited as cne of the 
Mses for the House Select Committee to investigate the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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In addition to the surveillance detail. Assistant 
Chief of Police V.P. Huston ordered a detail of four men, 
coimanded by Inspector Don H. Staith, to go to the airport 


9CWU^^L.jr WL • 


T.1U41 A 
fVli^XC 


waiting for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. Ihomas l^tthews 
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the 
airport to pick up Dr. King and chat no one had as1<ed for 
police to be assign^ to him. Inspector Smith also asked 
Revereid James Lawson where they were going ^Aien they left 
the airport and he replied: 'Ve have not fully made up our 
minds." Nevertheless, \dien Dr. King and his party left the 
airport. Inspector Smith and his men followed them Co the 
Lorraine wtel, arrivlr^ ths^e at approximacely lI:2Ga.m. 


With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gagllan and two other 
officers. Inspector Smith and his men secured the entrances 
to the motel. 


Dr. King and his party left Che Lorraine bfotel at 
apprcDcimately 12:05p.m. and were followed by the security 
detail to the Centenary Methodist Church \diere a meeting 
was held. Ihe detail secured the &ont and rear entrances 
of the Church until approximately 2:15p.m. idien Dr. King and 
his group returned to the motel, ^e security (ktaU then 
returned to the motel area and resmed their positions until 
they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald 
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at ^proxlmately 5:05p.in. ^ispector G.P. TiiieS statad in 
his report tdiat he was not conferred with and has no Idea 
idiy the security detail was removed frcm Dr. King after 
5:05p.m. Foimer Chief Msicdonald has no present recollection 
of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald, 
for mer Qiief J'ffD, December 22, 1976, i^p. B.) The security 
detail was not resuned on April 4, 1968, (Reports of 
Izispectors Don H. Snitli and J.S. Gagllano as incorporated 
in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, supra .) 

As a separate activity frcm the security detail, 
Detective Redditt and Fatrolman Richmond went to the airport 
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. Vhen Cr. King 
left the airport they follc^ied him to the Lorraine Motel 
and learned that he was registered in room 306. Redditt 
telephoned hea^jarters informed ^ispector Tines vrfiere 
Dr. King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m. Redditt 
and Richaond followed Dr. King and his party to the 
Centenary Methodist Church vbere a closed meeting of 
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt 
again called headquarters and advised his s\^>erlors of his 
location. Redditt was Instructed to leave Richmond at the 
church and for him to return to ove area of the Lorraine 
M^tel for the purpose of finding a suitable place \Aiere 
close sisvelllance coLd.d be kept on the motel. Rl^iosid 
remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until die 
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meeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m. Rlchnond then 
««iit to Claybom Teiple where he thou^t Dr. King would 
address the sanitation workers prior to a scheduled 3:CXjp.m. 
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there. 
Richmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:3Qp.m. and was 

Bedditt had set up a surveillance post at Fire Station !lo. 2, 
located at South Main and Butler streets. Richnond 
imnediately left Claybom Teople and Joined Redditt at the 
fire station. (Interview of Patrolman V.B. Richmond, 

April 9, 1968, MFD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray 
p. 1A44). 

The rear of Fire Statical No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine 
Motel and provided an excellent vantage point where Redditt 
snd Blcluuid could observe King Sld his associate aS 
they entered arui left the motel. On ^ril 3, 1968, Redditt 
and Richnond remained at their observation post until 6:35p.m. 
at which time they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin 
and Lieutenant J.V. Papia of the MPD Internal Security Bureau. 
(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, .^ril 10, 1968, MPD Statements, 
State vs. Janes Earl Ray p. 1453). 

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and 
Richmond went to the Pkson Tenple vhere Dr. King was 
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scheduled to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they 
arrived at the te:if>le, Redditt was approadied hy Reverend 
Malcanb D. Blackburn and told that the word was 6ut that 


wvi 




spyii^ with binoculars. Reverend Blackburn also advised 
Richmond that the tecple was the wrong place for him 
because the tension was too hi^. Fearing they would be 
e>q)05ed, Redditt and Richmond left the meeting at approximately 
8:30p.m. (Report of Inspector G.F. Tines.) 

Redditt and Richnond resimed their surveillance 
of the Lorraine Motel from Fire Station Nb. 2 on ^^il 4, 

1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.m. Redditt 

A AT^Vu'Wt A A 1 Wll A A1 A 


stated that he was doing the black people wrong, and they 
were going to do him wrong. (Interview of Edward E. Redditt, 
April 10, 1968.) 

At approximately 4:00p.m., Redditt was ordered by 
telephone to leave the fire station and report to headquarters 
where he was advised that threats had been made on his life. 

He was, therefore, ordered to move his family into a motel 
under an assuned name by Frank Holloman, former Director 




Holloman, Septaiiber 15, 1976, App. B.) Redditt was taken 
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home in a squad car. but refused to cove his family because 
of a sick relative. At about the tiite the squad car arrived 
In front of Redditt's residence, it was announced‘on the 
radio that Cr. Kine h^ be^ shot. Aft^ a couole of days. 
Redditt did not hear ai^ more about the threat on his life. 
(Interview of Edward E. Redditt, July 8, 1976, B.) 

In our efforts to trace the source of the threat, we 


have found that Ihllip R. Manuel, an investigator with the 
Senate Investigating Goctnittee, chaired by Senator McClellan 
was in MsTf)his on i^ril 4, 1968. Uhile at the MFD t^nuel 
advised them based on a telephone call to his office in 
Washington, that the Senate Cocmittee Staff had information 

Freedom Doiocratio Party had made plans to kill a '*Negro 
lieutenant" in Mecphis. Manuel left Menphis on a 5:50p.m. 
fli^t to Washington and the next day (April 5, 1968) he 
telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat was on 


the life of a "Negro lieutenant" in I&ioxville rather than 
Meaphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, 
supra .) 


Philip R. Manuel neither has a present recollection 


nor does he have a maicrandun of the event. However, be 
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conflxned that he vea in Mec^his and visited the MPD at 
the time stated and that his office did have a Mississippi 
source. Mareo ve r, he said the events sounded familar and 
he believed the MPD records were correct. (Interview of 
Philip R. ttouel, Septaaber 28, 1976, App. B.) 

Although Redditt was relieved fran duty at Fire 
Station No. 2. Richoond remained there and continued to 
observe who entered and left the tctel. At approximately 
6:0pp.m. Richsond saw Dr. King leave his room and walk 
to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles 
was standing off to Dr. King's ri^t. to Instant later 
Richicind heard a loud sound similar to a shot and 
Dr. King fall back from the handrail and put his hand 
to his head. At approximately 6:01p.m. Richmond telephoned 
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot. 

He was instructed to remain at the fire statim. Richxnd 
then yelled to ii£T±>er5 of a MPD tactical squad (vhich had 
stopped at the station a few moments earlier) that he 
believed Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front 
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main 
Street, but did not see anyone running or walking, except 
the men in the tactical squad left the fixe station 
running in different directions. Shortly thereaf^. 
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Captain J.G. Ray arrived at the fire station and instructed 
Richiond to go to headquarters and make a detailed report 
of \diat he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman V.B. Richimd, 
April 9. 1968, supra .) 

d. Details of Tyjo Black Firemen from Fire Station 
No. 2 •*/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E. 
Newsim were the only black firenen assi^ed to Fire Station 
No. 2 of the Mmphls Fire Department (MFD). Wallace was 
working the night shift on .^nrll 3rd and Newsun was scheduled 
to report for the day shift on i^ril 4th. Both of these 
individuals actively s'jppOrted the sanitation workers strike, 
attending their rallies and making financial contributions. 

Li our Interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976 

Add. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the nieht 

' -- - - _ 

of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had cane in 
requesting that a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33. 

He was inmedlately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining 
and he was preparing to gp to bed. Wallace further stated 
that vMle Fire Station No. 33 was understaffed as a \hole, 
there was no shortage of personnel for the punp truck on which 
be worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed. 


*/ Thfi dfitdils of bl^ck fxrcusn frocn Fixs SwClon Jfoi 2 is 
a second reason cited as a basis for ti^ House Select Gocndttee 
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King. Jr. 
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Also. CXI the nl^t of 3rd Fireoait Newsun, in 

a vholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason 
Tecple \Aiere Dr. King made his last speech. When he returned 
home (about 10;30p.Tn.) there was a message for him to call 
Lt. J. Smith at the fire department. When he cralled, 

Lt. J= Snlth ordered him to report to Fire Station No. 31 
on the Homing of April 4th rather than Fire Station ITo. 2. 
NeMsun claims that Fire Station No. 31 was overstrength at 
the time and his detail made his ccupany short. Msreover. 
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation 
he was detailed. Hovrever, he dM say that Lt. Barnett 
at one time told him he was detailed at the request of the 
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsun, July 8, 1976. 

^p. B.) 

Xf^ervlewS of past and pressit monbus of the MFD have 
failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or 
the reason for detailing Wallace and Newsun. According to 
fomer Lc. Jack Sbiith, he received a telephone call between 
3:00p.m. and 5:0pp.m. on >^>ril 3, 1968, ^ont either Captain 
James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief Arthur J. Rivalto 
in the personnel department specifically requesting that 
Newsun be detailed. No reason was given for the detail. 
Sblth said he linnediately called Newsun, but Newsun was not 
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heme. Therefore, Sclth left a message for ttewsun to call 
the fire station. Newsan called about 10:3Qp.iD. and Stadth 
advised him of the detail (Interviet>; of Jack Sknith, dated 
September 27, 1976). 

Wallace's connanding officer, then Captain R.T. 

Johnson, likewise stated that he received a telephone 

call frcD someone in the personnel department requesting 

him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has no present 

recollection of vho the individual was that made the 

request. (Interview of R.T. Johnson, Deputy Chief, Menphis 

Fire Department, December 21, 1976, B.) 

Neither Captain Baity nor former Assistant Chief 

Rlvalto has any present recollection of the detail of 

Wallace or Ne^sum. Captain Baity indicated that any 

district oiief could have ordered the men moved (^tervlew 

of James T. Baity, September 27, 1976, ^p. B), Also, 

former Assistant Chief Rlvalto said the fire department 

shifted people around all the time \dien a cenpany became 

understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of 

* 

Arthur J. Rivalto, Septariber 27, 1976, App. B). 

Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Eduard A. 
Hamilton, has no recollection of the details. He speculated 
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in" to 
bring a ccepany 19 to strength (Interview of Eduard A. 
Hamilton, September 27, 1976, App. B). 
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The MFD Scrench Keport>Firefi^ting Personnel for 
Shift “A", Battalions One and Eighc. dated i^l 3, 1968 
(attached to Kelntervlew of Janes R. Boatwright. October 20. 
1976, App. 6) show that Wallace's Coopar^ No. 2 at Fire 
Station No. 2 was operating at strength (five men) 

after he was detailed; whereas Ccnpany No. 33 to tduch he 
was detailed operated at one over the minlnun strength 
(four men) after the detail. Likewise, the Strength Report 
for Shift "B" for Battalions One and TUo, dated ^ril 4, 

1%8 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20, 
1976) show that Newsun's Cunpaiiy No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2 
was operating at minirun strength (five men) after the detail, 
but Cocpai^ 31 to \d:u.ch he was detailed operated at one over 
the nininun strength (four men) after the detail. 

HnvjPVSr* QWpf Jjgnp q 0* BsXT&Stt S£2.t6d 

that the people on tiie security detail operating out of 
the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and 
Newsxm around (Interview of James 0. Barnett, September 27, 
1976.) On the other hand. Assistant Chief James R. Eoatwri^t 
explained that they were having a very tense situation at 
the time; that a nmiber of threatening calls had been 
received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of 
opinion was that Wallace and Newsun were detailed for their 
own protection, since they were the only black firemen assi^ied 
Co that station (Intervia^ of James R. Boatwright. September 23. 
1976). 
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In this cocnectian MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richnond 
and former Detective Edward E. Bedditt. conducted the 
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from fire 
station, vere recontacted and specifically asked vhether 
they had requested that Wallace and Newsun be detailed. 

Botii Ri d iio n d ssd Bedditt denied that tfiey ^de su^ a 
request or had knowledge of any one else In the police 
depar&nent making such a request (Belntervieus of Bichcond 
and Bedditt, Septanber 28, 1976, i^p. B). 

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence 
that the detail of Wallace and Newsun was in any way 
connected with the assasL-ihation of Dr. King. However, 
the circunstances suiroirLding the details strongly suggest 
that both men were detailed because they supported the 

ufiirA e ^a 

the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from 
the fire station by Patrolman Bichnond and Detective Bedditt. 

e. MPD Tactical Uhlts- Ihelr Deployment and 
Activities on the Evening of April 4, 1968 . When the sanitation 
workers of Menphls began their strike in February of 1968, the 
MPD either organized or beefed up various tactical units. 
Generally, each of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement 
officers fron the MPD and the Shelby Gounty Sheriff's Department. 
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These unics were organized for the purpose of evoiding riots 
^ch other cities, such as Detroit, had e3q>erlenced (Interview 
of Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and Police for the 
City of Mecphis, Septanber 15. 1976, App. B). Doainents 
obtained from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 from MPD 
Miscellaneous Becords) show that on the evening of April 4, 
1963, at the time Dr. Kii\g was shot, there were nine tactical 
units in service at various locations as follows; 


: Dhit No. 

Street Locations 

6 

Thomas and North Parkway 

8 

Jackson and Watkins 

99 

Chelsea and Watidns 

10 

^hin and Butler 

11 

Georgia and Orleans 

12 

Trigg and Latham 

13 

Bellevue and Effle 

17 

Lhlon and Bellevue 

18 

Fourth and Gayos 


In addition to the tactical units, the dociments 
obtained from the State's Attorney General show that there 
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in 
the general area of the lorralne Motel. These cars were 
at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot: 
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Car No. 

Street Locati^is 

224 

Main and Beale 

228 

Third and Poplar 

232 

Fourth and Butler 

230 

Uhion and Front 

236 

Third and Belz 

245 

Second and Gayoso 

247 

Crvcp and Barton 

365 

Laimar and Bellevue 

367 

Poplar and Cleveland 

369 

Linden and East 


The map (Fart of Itsn 9 fron MPD Miscellaneous 
Records, see App. A, Ek. 1) shows that Tact Uhlts 10 and 18 
were within a radius of one mile of the crime scene (200 
blodc of Mulberry Street) at the time of tiie shooting; and 
Tact Uhits 6,11 and 12 were within a radius of two miles 
of the scene. Tact Uiits 7,14,15 and 16 were located outside 
the boundaries of the map and are not shown. Cars number 
224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of 
the scene and cars miriber 228 and 369 were within a radius 
of two miles. However, cars nxibez 236,365 and 367 were 
outside the boundaries of the m^. 

Particular ecphasls Is given to Tact Hhit 10 and 
the activities of Its men, as this unit was located at 
Fire Station Nb. 2 (S. I'kin and Butler) at the time of the 
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shooting. On the afternoon of ^ril 4. 1968, ^ct Ihit 10, 
consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fixe Station 
No. 2 for a rest break at approximately 5:$0p.m. ‘ihe unit 
was camanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghozmley of the Shelby County 
Sheriff's Deparonent. The other maihers of the unit included 
Deputies V.A. DuFour, V.J. Berry, Vernon Dollahite, R.N. Baker 
and Ronald Kaley of the sheriff's department; and Patrolmen 
Carroll Dunn, Uilliam Gross, Jason Msrris, Bam^ Wri^t, 

Bsnett Douglass and Torrance Landers of the MPD. 

Interviews of the above naned men indicate that ^<hen 
the unit arrived at the fire station, the cars were parked 
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead 
car actually obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was 
parked directly behind the lead car and the third car was 
double parked alongside these two cars. (MPD Statements, 

State V. James Earl Ray ,- DuFour p.l449; Berry p.l450; 

Ovdrmley pp.l451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.I455 and 1505; 

Dunn p.l457; Gross p.l460; Harris p.l463; Wrigjit p.l466; 

Baker p.l468; Douglass p.l469; Landers p.l471 and Haley 
p.1480.) 

While Patrolman Douglass remained with the lead car 
to monitor tive radio, all of the other men went into the fire 
station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed 
Dr. King (at approximately 6:01p.m.), these men were at various 
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locations in the fire station drinking coffee, making telephone 
Chills, Fstroljssn RicfaEndj sssnning tiis 5isv6iXX2nc6 

post in the rear of the station, yelled throoghout the station 
that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact unit, 
some of vAiom had heard the shot, all ran out title north side 
of the fire station and then east toward the rear of the fire 
station and the Inrralne Motel. (See diagram of criioe scene, 

A. Ex. 2). 

Patrolman Douglass, 'Who had remained in the lead car 
to monitor the radio, heard the shot when it was fired. He 
iirmediately got out of the car and ran toward the rear of the 
fire station with the ether men. After Patrolman Douglass 
realized What had h£ 5 >p£:'.ed, he returned to the lead car, along 
with Patrolman lAri^t, and radioed the dispatcher that Dr. King 
had been shot. Douglass and Wright then drove the lead car 
south on S. Main to E. Butler, east on E. Butler to Mjlberry 
and north on Mulberry to the entrance of the Lorraine Motel. 
Douglass and Wri^t later drove the car, acooofianied by one 
or two other unidentified officers, north on Milberry to 
Huliitg, west on Huling to S. Main and south on S. Main to the 
front of the buildings located just north of the fire station. */ 


There are conflicts in the statenents of Douglass, Wright 
Ghormley. Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified 
officers got In the car with him at the fire station and they drove 
to the Lorraine Motel. According to Wright's version, he ar^ 
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two 
other unidentified officers at the Lorraine Motel. On the other 
hand, Ghormley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the 
rear of the fire station and ran to the &ont of the station and 
then north on S. Main Street. 
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The other men in the tact unit continued to the rear 
of the fire station to a concrete retaining vail abutting 
Mulberry Street. IXiFour, DoIIahlte, Mnrrls, Baker, landers, 
Haley and Dunn cliinbed doMn the concrete wall and ran across 
Kilberry Street to the Lorraine Motel. DuFour and Morris ran 
up the stairs to the balcony ^fhere Dr. King’s body lay. 

The people there said the shot had cane from a red brick 
buHdliig of th6 £1x6 section cn S * hfein Str66t. WhlX6 

DuFour remained with Dr. King’s botfy tjntil the ambulance came, 
Morris ran north on Mulberry to Huling and west on Huling to 
the north side of the buildings facirg S. Main Street. Another 
officer (probably Maley or Dum) was already at that point, 
and Morris stopped there to assist him in securing that area. 

Baker ran to the Motel balcony vhere DuFour was standing 
beside Dr. King’s body. He then ran back to Mjlberry St. and 
ran north for a distance to an all^. Baker ran into the 
alley looking for anything suspicious. He noticed that 
other members of the tact unit were securing a building 
(probably the building with its north end on Huling). 

Therefore, Baker went to the comer of Mjlberry and E. Butler 
and took up a position there. 

After landers learned the direction the shot came 
fr o m, he found a 55-gallon dnin and climbed back the 
concrete retainlig wall on Mjlberry St. into tiiB lot on 
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vhlch the building vAiere the shot was fired is located. Landers 
observed that the bathroom vindow was partially opened and 
be saw an elderly ^^te male ccxne up to the window and look out . 
He ordered him to get back frcm the window. Landers also saw 
an elderly \^te female looking out a window directly south 
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winder. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for 
evidence and checked the entire area for foo^ints. After 
other officers arrived, Landers and another MFD officer 
climbed onto the roof of a one story building ^diLch backs 
up to Mulberry St. this building runs alnng the north side 
of the building \hence the shot was fired. Finding nothing 
on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading 
to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley they found tvro 

^ _ 1 - £ ____ A 
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until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently, 

* 

a plaster case was made of each footprint . Ikiwever, the 
footprints were never positively identified by either the 
MPD or the FBI. 

Upon learning ^here the shot was fired from, Dollahite 
and Kal^ ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on 
Holberry to Huling and west on Hullng toward S. I^in. Maley 
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the 


43 - 


gnd c* bulldip^ 


TVillaMt’A mnr^rHioH rMrm^nw 


(with gun drawn) to S. Main and tixmed south on S. Main. 
Dollahlte noticed a nunber of patrons In Jim's Grill at 418 


S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain 
seated and not to leave. Itollahite then stopped momentarily 
at Canipe's Aaisement Ocspany located at 424 S. Main where 
he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially 
covering a blue suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he 
continued down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in 
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officer cocring north on S. Main. Dollahite turned around 
at that point and walked b»:k to Canipe's store ahead of 


Lt. Ghozmley and then crossed the street for the purpose of 
securing ^e front of the building. After be took up his 
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car. 

Other officers \iho did not climb down the retaining 
wall at the rear of the fire station and run to the motel 
are Ghotmley, Gross and Berry. After running to the 
retaijling sid obsoTvil^ the people pointing to the 

building on S. Main St., Berry came bade to the fire station 
entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to 
the first intersection at Huling \diere he stopped the car 
in the street and secured that area. 
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Ghozmley and Gross also returned to ^)e front of 
the fire station after first running to the retaining vail. 

They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Ruling. ! 
Ghoimley stopped at Canipe's Anisenent Co. %f\ere be observed 
«^t appeared to be a blaxiket partially covering a bliie 
suitcase and a Brouiing rifle box vith about a foot of the 
barrel of a rifle exposed. 

The apparent discrepancies in the statenents of 
Ghoxnley and Eollahlte can be accounted for only by the 
mass confusion \filch nust have occurred ianiediately after 
the shooting. Hot^ver, it appears that Collahite first 
observed the bundle vb:.le running south on S. Main vith 
his gun drawn. But, ht continued past Canipe’s Aiuseo^t 
Ccspany and after he saw Chomley and the other officer 
coming north he turned around and took a position on the 
opposite side of the street fron Canipe’s. 

\Majr lA* biic wwiucx o rxuukacuicAib f 

informed Ghoimley that a vMte male had just dropped the 
bundle in front of his door a minute or two earlier and had 
run south on S. Main. Ghoimley radioed this information to 
headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there¬ 
after, Canipe told Ghoimley that a white Mistang autaQDbile 
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the bundle xias 
dropped. Ghoimley also radioed this infoimatlon to headquarters. 


/ 
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According to the transcript of the MPD radio t^es 
O^D James Earl Bay Supplements. Attorney General's copy, 
Sipplement 79, p.l714) Tact Ihit 10 advised the dispatcher 
that Dr. Xing had besi shot at the Lorraine ifetel at 6:03p.s. 
By 6:06p.in., the dispatcher had orc^ed a circle foimed 
around the Lorraine ^btel and the buildings west of the 
motel on S. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and otiier Tact 
Uiits had begun to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact 
Dhit 10 advised ^e dispatcher that the weapon was in front 
of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main. . 

At 6:03p.in. the subject was described as a well-dressed,young, 
white male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed information 
from lact lliit 10, diat the sihject had left tiie u'ea in a 
late model white Histang. 

The men in the Tact Ihits and patrol cars kept the 
area sealed off, directed traffic, and chedced out suspicious 
individuals \diile detectives from the Homicide Squad investi¬ 
gated tlie scene. Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD 
Homicide Squad arrived at the Lorraine Motel at ^proximately 
6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custody of the bundle 
of articles found In the doorway of Canlpe's Anusement. 

Zachary turned tiie b>.iidle, ©ccept for a tee shirt sid pair 
of shorts, over to the TEX at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. The 
tee shirt and shorts were also turned over to the IBI after 
the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Interview 
of fomer Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, Septarber 15, 1976, 
^p. B). 
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B. The FBI Investigation Of Ihe AssassifiadLoh 

1. pie DepartJignt of Justice Response and'FBI 

PerfoTipance 

a. The Murder . At c^roxlmately 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was standing 
on the balcony outside of his roan at the Lorraine Motel 
In liscphls, Tennessee. Mcments later. Dr. King was shot 
by a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph's 
Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The 
cause of death was a bullet wound \hidi tore the major 
neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the 
root of the neck (Meppr ls 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see 
autopsy report, App. A Ex. 3). 

b. Top Priority Investigation Ordered . The Mecphis 
Police Department was Inmediately aware of the King assault 
and procptly notified the FBI Mecphis Field Office headed by 
SAC Robert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed the 
Information to Washington vhere Director Hoover and Attorney 
General Clark were informed. The Menphls Field Office was 
directed on the evening of April 4, 1968 to imnediately conduct 
a full investigation of the matter as a possible violation 

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil ri^ts conspiracy statute (HQ 44- 
38861-109). 
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Ihis directive soon became national in scope vith 
sac's in all FBI Field Offices being ordered by teletype 
on April 7, 1968. to participate and conduct a top priority 
investigation izider their personal supervision. Ihis neant 
all leads vere to be afforded ianediate. thorou^ and 
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ediausted. Also. 24 hours was set as the period after receipt 
of a lead within ^hich the investigacion and reporting must 
be cooyleted. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility 
for any failure to handle the investigation (HQ 44-38861-153). 

c. Progress of the Investigacion . The breadth of 
this top priority Investigation is repeatedly evidenced in 
the Muxkin files. All infonnant sources - racial, security 
and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacted for 


InxOimEtlDn* ihe nQC and Other hate as well as 

individuals loiown to have violent proclivities were checked. 

Ihe files were checked for prior threats against Martin Xuther 
King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Name checks were continuously 
being on Selective Service records, city and telephone 
directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions, 
financial institutions, credit records, criTtanal and civil 
records, isarrlage licenses, public utility rolls, unions, 
cemmon carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233). 

(1) Bessie Brewer's Roocong House . Key information 
was developed early at Bessie Brew's Booming House whence 
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens 


and William C. Andutz were liitervlev«d and a physical 
description of a suspect was obtained. 




explained that a "John Willard" registered with her April A, 
between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to 
Bocm 8, but rejected it because it had a stove and refrig' 
erator. Inst ead , he asked for a sleeping room only and 
accepted Boom 5-B in the rear of the hostelry. Ihis room 
provided a window with a view of Dr. King’s room at the 
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as 
a \diite male approodmately 35 years of age, 5'11" to 6* tall. 
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clean appearance (Menphis AA-1987 Siib Sec. 1-15). 

Stephens, was In his room on the afternoon of 
April A, remenhers hearing footsteps between Boom 5-B 
and the bathroom. He also remenbers the bathroom being 
occupied for considerable periods of time - 20 to 30 minutes 
without water rtraiing or the toilet being flushed except for 
the last visit. Ihis last visit ended \dien he heard what 
he is certain was a gun shot. Interrupted by the shot, 

e a TTUVr'l ^ m m t ip 
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down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bundle. As this 
man ran dcMi the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens 
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recalls bellevix^ that he had seen this person earlier 
that afternoon vdth Mrs. Brewer. Stephens described him 
as a Tdtdte toele of average build, in his 30 *s, 5'10'* to 11** 
tall, weighing 165 pounds and wearing a dark suit presenting 
a neat clean s^spearsice (Kenphls 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). 

Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of the roodlng 
house and in his rocm at the tlnie of the shooting. Also 
like Stephens, Anchutz occupied a rooo adjacent to "John 
Willard.'* He recalls watching television in his roan that 
afternoon vhen he heard a gin shot. Immediately, he went 
to the door and as he (^>ened It saw a man running toward him. 
Ihls man covered his face as he ran and carried a blanket 
wrapped bundle. Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "I 
thou^t I heard a shot." The man responded: "Yeh, it was a 
shot.** Anchutz described the man as 6* tall with a slim 
build and In his 30's (Macphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). 

(2) Canlpe AnusePEnt Company . Ihe Canlpe Anusanent 
Cccopany Is located at 424 South Main Street and is Just a 
short distance from Bessie Brewer’s Rocmlng House at 422% 
South Ifeln Street. In the recessed entrance to Canlpe Cocpany 
a blanket wrapped bundle (presvm^ly the bundle Stephens 
and Anchutz sw) containing valuable pieces of physical 
evidence was recovered shortly after the shooting. 
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The store owner, Gl^ V. Canipe, and two customers, 
Beznell Flidey and Julius L. Grahan, \9exe in the store at the 
tine of the assassination. Each ^las interviewed by the 
IBl and described hearing a "thud” which drew their attention, 
and as they looked to see ihat had happened, they observed 
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tine, they saw a man dressed in a dark suit walking rapidly 
south on the sidewalk away from the bundle. A few noien ts 
later, they said, a white ccopact automobile > possibly a 
Hjstang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high 
rate of speed. The male was described as vhite, approximately 
30 years of age with a medlun build, 5*10” to 6* tall and 


weighing 160 to 180 pounds. (Maiphis A4>1987 Sub A sec 1). 

The bundle, after being discovered at Canipe's dooxw^ 


by a number of a Mpnphis Folice Department Tactical Squad, 
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the 
Maiphis Police Department*s Hoiiilcd.de Bureau. Later in the 
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m., 


Inspector Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen vho 
Imnedlately had it flown by agent courier to Washingtcm for 


laboratory examination (Memphis 44-1987-610). The bundle 
contained a Model 760 Renlngton Gamanaster rifle, 30-06 
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained 
various toilet articles along with a pair of men’s underwear 
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with laundzy tags, a palx of binoculars, two'cans of 
beer, and a paper bag bearing an advertisement for York 
Anos Ccspany, Meophis, Tennessee, vlth a Yotk Ams Ccnpar^ 
cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 (Mecphis 44-1987 
Scb A sec 1). 

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked . Ihe 
investigation continued with emphasis on tracing all physical 
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of all Mecphis area hotels and motels was initiated for 


the source of the blanket and bar of so^ foLeid in the blue 


zipper bag. Also, registrations at area lims were exatdned 
for the unknown suspect who fled the rooming house and who 
ml^t be driving a white ooopact automobile. At the same 
time, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, laundry 


tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139). 

Ihe rifle and scope were quickly traced to the Aero 

fttnt nl V CrwTr^flrw T^earViom A1 ^ a 

was sold to a 'Harvey Louoyer" March 30, 1968. The scope, 
along vlth a second rifle, was purchased March 29, 1968, 
but "LcMiyer" exchanged this rifle the fdieting d^ for 
the one recovered at the Canlpe Anusement Coqpany. Accord¬ 
ing to the Aero Marine salesman, 'Towyer" explained that 
he talked with his brother and was advised a more powerful 
rifle was necessary for deer hinting in Wisconsin. However, 
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a laboratory examination of this returned rifle revealed 
that it WELS clogged vith cosmoline (a heavy grease firearm 
preservative) and could not be loaded and readied to fire 
(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also provided a physical 
description of 'loMiyez'' vhich matched those previously 
run 


The paper bag and the sales receipt frcm York Arcs 
Coq^any led agents to the Mecphis Siore where the binoculars 
were purchased. The York Arms salesman explained that he 
sold the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m. 

^iril 4f 1968, to a vhite male matching the descrlptloTis 
previously obtained (Manphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By 
cheddng the manufacturer's can codes and distribution recx>rd5, 
the two beer cans were traced to Scuthhaven Minnow Shop, 
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The center of the investigation shifted from Memphis 
to Birmingham on April 9, then the search of Memphis inns 
focused on the R^el Motel and the ^rll 3 registration 
record of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was alreacfy kncwn that 
the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the 
Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. The registra¬ 
tion record aroused interest because Galt registered for tiie 
night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a 


Mustang with Alabama license plates. 
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The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo 
Galt and tfie unknown subject was pursued In Alabana by the 
Birmingham and Mobile offices. In their pursuit thi^ 
learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a 1966 
white Mustang autcmbblle. The Bureau agents also learned 
that the State of Alabama Issued a motor v^cle operator's 
license in October 1967 to Eric Starve Galt, 2608 Highland 
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obtained frem this license matched those previcxisly received: 
ihite male, bom July 20, 1931, 5'll" tall, 173 pcnjnds with 
blue eyes and brown h^ir (HQ <>4-38861-1180). 

When the investigation moved to Galt's Birmingh^ 
address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August 
vxitil early Octeber 1967. Because of the length of this 
contact, ecephasis was placed on developing infoimatlon on 
(^t's background. Significantly, it was learned that during 






interest in dancing and attended dancing schcxil there 
(HQ 44-38861-607). 


(4) Los Angeles . Soon after the Birmin^iam connection 
was uncovered Los Azgeles became a focal point In the investi¬ 
gation. The significance of Los Angeles became ipparent 
April 11, with the faiowle<%e of four facts. 

(]he, «hen on April 11, 1968. the Bureau Icxrated Galt's 
abandoned Histang in Atlanta a search of it Indicated that 
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Galt had had It serviced twice in the los Angeles area 
0!Q 44-38861-989). 

•k 

TWO, also incident to the search of the Hjstang a 
fragment of cardboard tom from a Kleenex box was fomd. 

On it were the names and Los Angeles addresses of Anita 
Katzwiiikel and Ginger Kance (HQ 44-38861-989). 

three, laundry markings frcm the recovered underwear 
were tracked to Heme Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning. 
Hollywood, California (KQ 44-38861-885). the following 
agents learned that the name Eric Starve Galt appeared 
in the laundry’s records. 

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered frcm the blue 
zipper bag were traced to the Renpage Hardware Store which 
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry 
aeaning (HQ 44-38861-1174). 

Since It was known that while in Biimlngh^ Galt 
pursued an Interest in dancing, all dance schools in the 
Los Angeles area were checked. Galt's name appeared In 
the records of the Kational Dance Studio, Los Angeles. 
(44-38861-1293). 

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be 
most ixDportant because It was throu^ an Intervlw with the 
studio owner that a photograph of Eric Starve Galt was 
finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents to an Interest 
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Galt had expressed in attaiding a bartending school 
(HQ A4-38861*1066). Checking the area, the Inteznatlonal 
School of Bartending vas located and it provided Galt's 
graduation photograph. For the first tiioe, agents %«re 
able to see and distribute a photo of their subject. To be 
sure of nBximjm dissemination, the photo was circulated accng 
the nare media (HQ 44-38861-967). 

VSiile in Los i^eles Galt first lived at ^e S^roio 
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons 
contacted at these locations called him a "loner" and 
described him as a person ido kept to himself. A departure 
from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles 
Stein xdio, at no expense to himself, rode with Galt in the 
Mustang from los Angeles to New Orleans and return. 

Stein e:q)lained that he and his sister Rita Stein met 
Galt through their cousin Marie Martin who was working as a 
bar maid at the Sultan Bar located in the St. Francis Hotel. 
Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was planning to drive 
to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to give 
her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children. 

He agpreed, but it was Charles and not Rita Xiho went alor^g 
wim uaic {.till ^^xcoirLLL/}. 

Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the 
investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orleans 
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was scoured for clues and althou^ Galt’s hotel and room 
were located the effort was fruitless AA~38861-1197). 
Stein also stated Galt node several telephone calls frcm 
pay telej^hones along the voy but an codiaustive search of 
countless telephone records, nucbers and subscribers 

explained that Galt conditioned the ride to Nei^ Orleans 


on Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining 
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined 
but again the ensuing Investigation of this lead learned 
nothing (HQ 4£^-38861-1003). 

(5) Atlanta . On ,^>rll 11, 1968, a citizen call came 
throogh to the Atlanta Police D^artment reporting tiie missing 
thite Mustang. According to this caller and another person, 

lAJiAi xiiuci.vxtavcu u/ uie taix, uie rjLU>Lj«uig p«ii.jscu 

shortly before 9:00 a.m. ^nrll 5, 1968, by a lone man matching 
Galt's description. The discovery of Galt’s MiStang Immediately 
caused agents to seek out ary additional contacts by Galt in 
Atlanta (HQ 4A-38B61-989). 


Because Galt was believed to tise low cost rooming houses 
all such establishments were contacted for any sign of him. 
Success was found at Jiainie Dalton Gardner's Rooming House 
%here Galt registered I^ch 24, 1968. Although Galt was 
no^re to be found, he had left evidence behind. Found 
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In Ms rcxxn were a booklet. "!four Opportunities In Lock- 
saathing" and a collectlan of saps. One of these maps 
uajc nf city of Wlt2^ tiho rdSidsnCB of MayMr t 

Luther King, Jr., and the headquarters of SCX£ circled 
CHQ 44-38861-967). 

Other evidence of Galt's presence in Atlanta vas 
received from the Piednont Laundry vhere records showed 
he picked up laundry April 5, 1968 (H) 44-38861-3627). 

(6) Galt Identified as James Earl Ray . Riowing that 
Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all con¬ 
ceivable modes of transportation in, around and out of 






Am 


AA. 






r a- • 


trail was cold; there was no evidence as to where he fled 


fixm Atlanta. 


The Bureau became worried because with eadi passing 
hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and 
better. Therefore, tite investigative ecphasis shifted frcm 
foUouing Galt's trail to identifying Galt. In an effort 
to accomplish tills tiie Bureau initiated a ccciparatlve search 
of three Identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's 

A fc» I k hi ^ «««««• Aj »t A * A 

VtAic woa a.i.wui uuc k 

the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found 
In Galt's room) against fingerprints of vMte male fugitives. 
To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative. 
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However» the epeculation paid off ^en on April 19, 1968, 
Jacnes Earl Ray’s fingerprijit card coqpared Identically 
(H; A4-38861-1575). 


UVE U4..0UUVU.jr UI0U wa« 

Earl lU^r, the investigation vas redirected to a search 
of Rsv's vAiereabouts since the time of his April 23, 1967, 
escape frcm Missouri State Prison. Through the axonths of 
April and Msy the Ri^~Galt steps were traced. Eventually, 
the Bureau was able to account for Ray’s ^thereabouts alniost 
continuously since his escape. Nevertheless, his trail 


remained cold beyond Atlanta on ^nril 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861- 
3509, and see Chronology Infra) . 

3h connection with their search, Ray's fatally was 
identifi.ed, located, physically surveilled and periodically 
Interviewed for information (E.G., 44-38861-3987). Mso, 


prison Innates and associates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861- 



But, no clues developed. Ray's family said knew nothing; 
they had not hei^d from nor beet in contact with James and did 


not Imow of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27). Prison 
innates and associates told tales of bounties offered for 


die dead) of Dr. King but eahaustlve investigations could not 
substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767). 

Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the 
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Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he e:q>lains 
that extensive investigation has not resulted in ar^ new 
developnents beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore, the 
Director requested authorization for telQ:hone and micro¬ 
phone surveillance on Hay family menhers. The request, 
however, was never acted 0^ 44-38861-3509). 

(7) Passport Search . From an interview with a former 
cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prison it was learned 
that Ray appreciated the ease with vdiich a person living 
in Canada could obtain a false passport (HQ 44-38861-3889). 
Thou^ it is not clear that the cellmate's catnents pre¬ 
cipitated a search of Canadian passports issued since Ray's 
April 23, 1967 escape, it is known that on the request of 
the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was conducted by the 
Royal Can£uiian Mounted Police. A passport search was also 
conducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44-38861-4445). 

Though the search went throuc^ a staggering nvmber 
of 8pplicatic»is and vas based on the ocnparison of Re^'s 
photograph to those submitted with the application, it proved 
to be the necessary break in picking Ray's trail. At 
9:30 p.m. June 1, 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa, 

Canada, cadled the Bureau to advise that after reviewing 
seme 175,000 applications the RQ4P located a passport issued 
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April 24, 1968 under the name Kamon George Sneyd vhlch 
contained a photograph very definitely similar to Ray 
(HQ /t4-38861-4190). 


i 


I 


1 


The passport was filed by the Kennec^ Travel 
Agency in Toronto, Canada. Incident to their investi¬ 
gation, the Royal Canadian M:xmted Police contacted the 
travel agency and obtained a hand printed note from Sn^d 
oonceming his application. The note together with the 
passport photo and a latent pahs print were forvTarded to 
the Bureau for laboratory exaniinatlon vhich concluded that 
Ray and Sn^d were the sane person (BQ 44-38861-4262, 4263). 

(8) Ray Appr^ended . The Kennedy Travel Agency also 
provided information that Sheyd purchased a round trip air 
tidcet froQ Toronto to London departing May 6 and returning 
May 21, 1968. But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd 
turned In the return portion of the fare and received a 
May 7, 1968 ticket to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 vouch er 
(HQ 44-38061-4319). 

Isiiiigratian authorities In Lisbon ismediately 
contacted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon 
May 7 but had exited for Icsidon May 17, 1963 (HQ 44-38861- 
4725). 

Stops were Issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd. At 
11:15 a.m., June 8, 1968, Ray was apprehended by officers of 
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Kfiu 5cotl2nd Ysrd lis vss passing through British 
immigration offices In the London Aizporc. At the time 
he vas planning a flight to Brussels, Belglxn (HQ 44-38861 
4616). 


2. Alleged Conspiracies 


Literally scores of alleged conspiracies were 
camunicated to the Bureau. Fran the date of the assas¬ 


sination in April, 1968, even up to this date, the FBI 


has been approached by manerous persons with stories 
\Aiich p u rp o r t to identic a conspiracy to kill King. 


xxicac ouui.xe3 Aaiwxvcia uis w^uc;a u 


and participants as \^11 as motives. To the extent 
that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in 
the rather difficult position of conducting an investi¬ 
gation which ranged far beyond the concrete evidence 
that had already been obtained. When the leads were 
in fact bogus ones,* the FBI was attainting to prove a 
negative in each reported case. With a controversial 
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy 
were numerous. Consequently, the Bureau's credibility 
would neciessarily be strained, given its past relation- 


^^4 M. _ ^ A 1 ^*14 —^ *- — 1 A ... .. 
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disproved. Yet the Bureau attenpted to cover each lead. 
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As previously seated, each SAC was held perso^ly 
nspOnslble fux Hi s^edlted and uiDrOU^ r€vd.ew. 

Based cn oir review of the files, the task force 
Is satisfied that the I3X did a credihle sid tiiorau^ 
jcb in atteccptlng to identify ary possible conspiracy 
or persons vho could have been involved in the rairder. 

In each of the allegations received, die Bureau iimediately 
interviewed the perscxi vho was the source of the allegation 
idiere this was possible (i.e. vhere the source was not 
anonyocus). In situations idiere the oocplaint was not an 
obvious hoax the Bureau then attsipted imnediately to 
idoitify the alleged participants and Interview theoi. 

Vffiere diere was not a satisfactozy eam lan a rin ri to dispel 
the allegation concerning such matters as idiereabouts or 
associations, the Bureau then w>uld check further. This 
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the 
ultimate degree. Judgment based on experience dictated 
many of the decisions. 

Ihese Judgments were also teopered by a critical 
factor. Within fifteen days after the nurder, the PBI 
was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same person, 
that tMs individual pm’diased die rifle, reited the 
room across from die Lorraine Motel, and fired die shot 
that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people 
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idho were antagonistic toward Dr. King and many vto 
had apparently discussed killing him, any successful 


conspiracy would have to have Involved Ray based on the 


evidence at hand. In all the years following the assas* 
sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any 


connection between any alleged conspirator (s) and James 
Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed. 

Ulie WCLLWIKOilLLi^ CVXUOl^C XIILU-VUIUCUS UUIU Ml/ Wttd OJJUILIdW 


totally alone during the year after his escape from the 
Missouri State Prison. 

Me have not addressed here the Bureau's bazvdling of 
particular conspiracy leads because of the large nuiber of 
allegations involved. Bureau files can be decked for each 
reported lead and the resulting Investigation on that lead 


traced to its conclusion. 


/ 
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C. The Story of Janes Earl Ray 

I. Chronology of Ray's Activities On and 
After AprU 23, 1967 _ ‘ 

On Sunday, the 23rd of ^ril 1967, after he had 

April 23. 1 

served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed 

robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson 

City, James Earl Ray escaped. Vhen a truck appeared at 

the prison bakery vhere Ray worked, a bread box \as 

carried onto the trudc to be delivered to a nearby prison 

farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box, 

and later fled from the prison truck at a stop prior to its 

*/ 

reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Buie, pp.24-27.) — 

Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City 

April 24-28 

(Buie, p.27). On the third day he burglarized a 
trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking a blanket 
and food (Buie, p.27). For the next three nights he made 
his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City 


*/ Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from 
prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension. 
The task force’s most credible view of his statements has 
been xjsed here. These admissions of Ray are found In He Slew 
tte Dreamer, B uie, William Bradford, Delacorte Press, Neiw York, 
1968 (hereinafter, Huie); All other citations herein are for 
serials In the Bureau's MJRKIB file, HQ 44-38361. The task 
force has obtained xerox copies of ibiy's correspondence with 
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie. 
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CO a city laz;ge cnou^ so he would not be noticed and 
took a train to Sc. louls. He then cook a taxicab to . 
East Sc. Lotils, called a friend ^ drove him to Eduards< 
ville \A\ence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28). 

On 3rd, Ray secured work for Che next el^C 
as a dishwasher and oook^s helper at the Indian 
Trail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, and resided at 
2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name John L. 
Rayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler autaicblle from 
a private ower on June 5th for $200 (5A43). On 
June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the 
test on June I2th (5394). Ray moved frcm his 
Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on Jme 17ch 
vhere he paid one we^'s rent (5118). Ray was Issued 
a driver's permit in the name of John L. Rayns for the 
State of Illinois on June 21sc (5394). Curing the week 
of June 19th Ray left his Job, and requested chat his 
final paycheck be forwarded to Che Lunt Street address, 
which It was (5118). 

Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962 
Flynouth automobile from a cocnnercial dealer in East 
St. Louis. Illinois, and transferred the licensed 
plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie. 
p.39). leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded 


May 3 

June 5 

June 9 
June 12 

Jijne 17 

June 21 

July 14 
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July 15 


to Montreal. Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and 
Windsor Qiiie, p.40). His priae objective was 
allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p.4l). 

As Jonn L. Bayns, he registered for si oveml^t 
stay at the Bourgard Motel in Dorlon, just west of 
Montreal (idem, p.43; 54373c). 

Next, Bay first used the alias Eric S. Galt July 19 

when he signed a six month lease for an apartment 
in the Karkay /partments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in 
Montreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Bay then allegedly 
held up a food store stealing $1700 (Hule, p.47). 

The following day he spent- $300 for new clothes at the 
Tip Top Tailors, 4S8 St. Catherine West, had his hair 
cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie, 
p.48). He also ordered on July 21st a $75 tailor-made 
suit at the Ehglish and Scotch Woolen Qxpany (4692). 

(A nonth and a half later, by a letter frcm B irmin gham 
dated September 6, 1967, this tailoring cai?>any was 
instructed Bay to send the finished garment to him 
at his then Birmingham address.) Three days later Bay July 24 
ordered three sex books frcm Hitura Books, Inc., in 
Inglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he Jiiy 28 
enrolled in a coirespondence course at the Lodcsmiching 
Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both matters 
were paid by Canadian money orders. 


/ 
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Ray vacationed, beginning July 30th, at the 
Gray Rocks Irm on Lake CXjizmet In the Laurentian 

*^^**i w» *au f UW oa/ ^ VVAlk-OWk 

a respectable vjoman to vouch for him on a passport 
application. He was "picked up" by a female Canadian 
Govercment enployee and her girlfriend and spent the 
next few days with thsn before leaving on August 7th; 
The two wcmen followed, stayed overnight with Ray In 


Montreal on Aiigust 7th, and then returned to their 
residmces in Ottawa (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On 
August 9th, he purchased by money' order a fomula for 
making glass for a tuD-way mirror (2192) = Then, on 


August 19th, Ray visited the government etiployee in 
Ottawa, but did not irportune her to assist him on his 
passport application (Huie, p.54). 

IXiring the approximately two and one-half 
months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meeting an 
underworld character named "Raoul". After negotiations. 


Kxjr ouokw bu ouuLiuiA. nu4pCf uiiau &jc cii^a^cu Aii 

operations with "Raoxil" and then proceeded to Biimingham 
to meet "Raoul" at the latter's direction. Meanwhile, 
he stayed at the Town and Country Motel, Ottawa, from 
August 18th to August 20th (5502). Whatever may be 
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July 30- 
August 5 


August 7 


August 9 

AuBijst 19 


"Raoul" 
contact 
dates July 18- 
Aug. 8 & through 
Aug. 18 


Aug. 18-20 


the truth of the story, Kay left ^bntreal, net his 
brother at llorthbrooke. Illixiols, gave his Plyoouth 
car to his brother Jerry I^an, (5413), proceeded 
from Northbrooke or Chicago to Birmlrigham, stayed 
August 26th at the Granada Hotel. 2230 Fourth 
Avmiue as John L. Kayns (5400; Ikiie, p.61), and that 
same day also took a room in the xmB &lc S. Galt 
at the Econocy Kocms, 2608 Highland Avenue (2324). 

IVro days later Kay, as Galt, giving the Highland 
Avenue address, rented safety deposit box No. 5517 
at the Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank 
(2323; Huie, p.62). The access record on this 
box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from 
1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on September 5; from 11:05 
to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and frcm 10:16a.m. 
to 10:19a.m. on Septecnber 28 (2323). 

The purchase of a idiite 1966 Ford Mustang was 
acccii^lished at the end of August by answering a 
newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 in 
cash to William D. Paisley on the 30ch (628). All 
dlls checks with the car purchase chronology Kay 
himself adnitted to author William Bradford Huie 
(Huie, pp.61-63; Kay's self-serving attribution of 
"Kaoul" as the one vho directed him to buy the car 
and supplied the cash is tmcorroborated). 


August 26 


August 28 


August 29-30 


/ 
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Bay as Eric Starve Galt, applied for and was 
issued Alabama driver’s license No.2848947 (4143). 

The sI^IECUTc uhe CCheT liSndv^ri.uingS Cf ubie 

same name (4143). At some point during his stay in 
Birmingham, Bay purchased a .38 revolver which was 
found on his person on his arrest in Heathrow Airport, 
Ixiodon, Bngland (1422). 

Oh Septarber 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly 
dance classes at the Continental Dance Qxib Studios 
(2324). The Ifodem Photographic Book Publishing 
Co. Inc., of New York City received a coi^pon order 
from Eric S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter 
by Bay as Galt written Septeober 26, asking that the 
book not be sent as he was moving and would give the 
changed address later (4143). The handwriting was 
Identical with Bay's (4143). 

Bay purchased a bank draft from the Exchange 
Security Bank, 5 points' South Branch, Birniingham 
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and 
this accoipanied an order on that cotipany for a Kodak 
Super 8 movie camera, a projector, a splicer and a 20 
foot remote control cable; price $337.24 (1135). Then 
Bay typed a note to the film coipany seven days 


Septeoiber 6 


Septenber 12 


September 26 


September 28 
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later in he acknowledged receipt of the items 

he had ordered but returned the isovle canera as the 
wrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on 
October 7, and would send a new address to i^ch 
the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143). 

On September 30th, Ray paid only for his room (2118). 

Ray, as Galt, was Issued Alabana llceise tags October 6 
Mo. 1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico 
on October 6 (Hole, p.66). On the 8th of October, October 8 

Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance policy October 10 

(1904). He reached Acapulco on October 10th, proceeded October 15 


to Guadalajara on October I5th and left there on 
the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, 
arriving In Puerto Vallarta cn the 19th (5496). He 
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86 
on this date; his "Galt” signature and writings match 
his other Galt witlngs (4143). Galt typed a letter 


October 18 
October 19 

October 22 


to the film cocpany to ask for a refund to the Puerto 
Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera 
v^ch had been mailed meanvdule to his vacated 
Birmingham address (4143). Again the written signature 
on this note matched the string of "Galt" signatures. 

(4143). For some reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted November 6-13 
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a week in a more expensive room In a hotel on the 
beadi.) <Huie, p.Sl). Ray switd^d hotels, going 
from the Rio to the Hotel Troplcana (1219). He 
spent most of his tine in the period frcxn October 
19 to Novarber 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Ima 
Morales, \diose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano 
' (1219), and possibly another fanale named Nina 
(Huie, p.8). 

Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los Noveiber 14 

Angeles vAxere he rented an apartment at 1535 North 
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of Noveiiber. (668: Huie, 
p.85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior Novenber 19 
Bulk Film Coepany, Chicago, to forward to his new 
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak 
movie camera; the signature on this letter matches 


the other "Galt" signatures. (4143). 

In this second week of his stay in Los Angeles, 
Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical 
psychologist. Dr. l^ark 0. Freeman, in hopes of 

11-L.O f jLJ « 

learning self-hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and 
reme±>er things better. 


Novenber 27 
Deceober 14 
Novenber 27 




Decenber 4, 
6, 11. & 14 
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Decenber 5 





Apparently, In a further self-luvrovenent st^, 

Bay enrolled in a course of dancing instructions ylth 
the CMier of the Natlcsnal Dance Studio, 2026 Pacific 
Avenue, Long Beach, California (4143). On Decenber 
13th, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his Decenber 13 

safety deposit box (2323). He paid $100 on the December 14 

dancing lesson contract on the 14th of Dececciber, left 


iHunroy at the Awlon deaners & Laundry, Lnc., 

5662, Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, on the following Decenber 15 
day-ticket No.31053 and laundry mark "20R-3’' made 

^ W ~ 

by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and also 

on December 15th Ray, as Galt still, began a round 

trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin 

Avenue, Los Angeles, to New Orleans in Ray’s \^te 

His tang to pick ijp Stein's sister's two small children 

(4143). Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the Decaiiber 17 

17th, uie latt^ registering at the ^ovinclal Hotel, 

1024 Chartes Street, R)om 126 (5399). The "Galt" 
registration card signature matched the string of 
such signatures in Ray's odyssey and he further 
recorded that he was driving a Histang with Alabama 
license No.1-38993 and gave his address as 2608 


Highland Avenue, Blnning)iam (4143). 
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checked out before the ItOOp.m. checkout 
time on the 19th and, vlth the two children and 
Charles Stein, made the return tri|> to Los Angeles 
arriving by the 21st of DecetEber when he took the 
first of the series of dancing lessons he had 
signed up for. Ihe next day he picked up his 
laundry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded 
next (4143). 

On December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated 
his interest in irmigrating to Africa, and more 
particularly to a white ruled area, by writing a 
letter of inquiry to Mr. John Acord, Chairman, 
Anerican-Southem African Council, 800 Fourth St., 

S.W., Washington. D.C.; the signature of Galt 
matched up with the other Galt writings. (4143). 

Ray said he visited lais Vegas on New Year's 
Day. (Huie, p.96). Dance lessons are documented 
on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325). Galt 
bought Bank of America money order No.0799 18037 
in the amount of $15 from the Hollywod Western 
Ersi^ pa^ble to the locksmltiilng tistitute (2325), 
The fBI lab made the usual writing match up on the 
signature (4143). Meanwhile Ray showed up regularly 
for dance lessons (2325). On January 19th Ray signed 


Deceober 19 


December 21 
Deceiber 22 


Deceiber 25, 
26,27&28 


1968 

January 1,2&3 


January 8 


January 9,11,15, 
1660.3 


74 - 





up for a bartending course at the International School 
of Bartending 2125 Smset Boulevard (2325); hia 
application signature fits his other Galt signatures 
(4143). He left his laundry at the Home Service 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard 
(2325, cites laundry list No.3065 in E. Galt’s name 
widi Thermo Seal sticker 02B~6, the marking aci the 
T'Shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front 
door of Canipe's i^cusesent Co. in Mecphis, ^nril 4, 

1968). 

On January 21, 1968, Bay changed his lodgings 
to Boom 403 of die St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood 
Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th, 
29th, 30th, 31st, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Bay 
regularly attended dance lessons (2325). He attended 
bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought 
two Bank of /snerica money orders on the 29th of January, 
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a 
female pen pal and the second to pay for a mail 
forwarding service (1500). Each transaction created 
a handwriting match as did a Bank of Anerica money order 
No.0799 17281 payable to the Lodcsmithing Institute, 
Little Falls, New Jersey (2325). 


January 29 


January 31 
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Ray's 1966 whit* Hasting vi^ Alabam a 1 iren sa 

Ns. 1-38993 registered in Alabsna under the alias 
Galt was serviced cn the 13th at a Chevron Station. 

1306 North Notinandic Avenue. Los Angeles with mileage 
at 34.185. Another \s)dated servicing sooie 200 miles 
later occurred at Oort Fcoc Ford Co.. 4531 Hollywood 
Boulevard In Ins Angeles (2323). 

Ray attempted to increase his social life ty February 17 
writing and sending his photograph to a vosan listed 
by 'The Local Swinger" \Mch listing was secured for 
$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 3 such letters (4143). The 
GstTS tHs F3X ^ £ I!^CC*«Jp£ 26 

Bay's photograph secured. For reading material. 

Bay ordered books fixin fUtura Books paying by money 
order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). The 

signature mat<da;p was made (4143). On this sane day 
Ray made a money order payment No.0799 19701 to the 
Locksaithing Institute (2325). He sent another. 

No.0799 19704. for the "Locksmith's Ledger" with 
matching si^iature (2325); he sent two money orders, 

Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and a letter order to 
Tiffany Biterprlses, 8512 Whitworth Drive in Los Angeles, 


m II" ‘ ^ 








(1500). with signatures matchable on two of the three 
documents (4143). 
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At intervals In his stay in Los Angeles, 
had plastic surgery done to change his tfipearanoe 
(author Huie puts this treatnent as on March 3, 7 and 
11, 1968, Buie, pp. 107-8); he visited a psychologist- 
hypnotist, Reverend Vbn Koss on January 4, 1968 
(Buie, p.l02}, and eQlegedly sane seviai other 
psychiatrists, 1^'pnotists or scientologists. 

According to author Huie, he frequented a bar known 
as the Rabbit's Ibot Club and on one night became 
involved in a raciad argunent followed by a mugging in 
which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket, 
car k^s and driver's license (Huie, p.96-98). According 
to author Huie citing Bay as his source, R^ telephoned 
Alabama and had a di^licate license isstsd; this was 
forwarded fron his former Birmingham address to California 
and received there about March 10, 1968 (Rule, p.98). 

"Galt" was graduated frcm the bartending school 
on the 2nd of Marcdi. His picture was t^en with the 
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni¬ 
tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.l04}. 

A postal money order Mo.1,916,211,078 was sent 
to the lockanithing Institute as a periodic paynent on 
the oorrespondenoe course Ray was taking (1428). The 
signature match;:p was made. (4143.) 


March 2 


March 8 
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Kay listed a diange of address on >farch 17 
witA tile St. ftancis Hotel, giving his forwarding 
address as Gsieral Delivery, Ifaln Post Office 
Atlanta. Georgia (4143). Presun^lyhe left 
los Angeles in his white His tang on this date, 
proceeding to New Orleans \diere he left a box 
of clothing for bhrie Ihrtin's little dau^ter, 

Marian de Grassee. at Charles Stein's cousin 
Theresa Stone's resldoice, 4019 Royal Street (4143; 

Huie, p. 108). 

Fran New Orleans, Kay drove to Selma, Alabama 
(5502), (vhere Kay began to stalk Dr. King according 
to Hiiie's statement of Ray's admission on this) and, 
after an ovemi^t stay there, he v«it on to Mantgoroery, 
Xq girrninghffli Sid finally to Georgia (Hul6| p* 

112 ). 

In Atlanta, Ray rented rocm lto.2 in a rooming 
house at I13-14th Street, N.E. from the operator, 

Jiimy Delton Gamer (1033). He stayed there mtll 
Iferch 28 on \hich day, while still in Atlanta, he 
purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay¬ 
able to the lodcsodthing ^istltute (1428). The Galt 
signature was a matchup (4143). 


^^ch 22 

frfarch 23 
March 24 

March 24 

March 28 
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Cccpany, 5701 Airport HLghway in Birmingham, Alabama*, 
and using the alias Harvey loMnyer purchased a Bemington 


.243 caliber rifle, Msdel 700 with a 2x-7x Bedfield 




tferch 30 


telescopic sl^t mounted on It (432). AliDOSt certainly 
because the breech of the .243 caliber weapon was caked 
with a hardened preservative (cosmoUne) and could not 
be loaded, Ray returned It the following day (not having 
fired it). He explained that his "brother” didn't like 
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760 , 30-06 
caliber Remington. Ihe scope was transferred to the 
latter rifle. Ihroughout these transactions the padcage 
for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton which was 
large enou^ to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432). 

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jiniiy Del ton bfarch 31 

Gamer stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on 


an old envelope at Gamer's request so that Gamer could 
tx^tnsfer the name properly to his official records; the 
hand^inting is a matchup with other Gait-Ray printing 
sanples (1033). 
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Using the naae Eric Galt, ?ay left his laundry 
and dry cleaning at the Piedmont Laundry pickup 
station, 116d Peachtree, N.W. In Atlanta (4143). Ibo 
days later, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on ^nril 3 registered 
into Roan 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar 
Avenue, Menphis, Tennessee (the distance between Atlanta 
and Mecphis by the nest conveinient route is 398 miles); 
he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Blnnin^min as his address 
and he noted on the registration card that he was driving 
a Mustang with Alabama license Nb. 1-38993 (4143). His 
signature was a match to the other Identified Galt signa¬ 
tures (4143). On this same day, Ray purchased a safety 
razor and shaving supplies at the Rexall Drug Store In 
tile Ijhitehaven suburb of Meephis (^feophis 44-1987 Sub A- 
Sec. 1; ftoie, p.l29). 

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the 1p.m. 
dieckout time on April 4tii (4143). At seme point 
betv^en 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man 
generally answering Ray's description rented Room 5-B 
at 422 1/2 South Main Street, Menphis, in the name of 
John Willard (idem. 33). Ray adults to having been in 
the room with "Raoul" idiom he first said rented the 
roan using the "Willard" alias he, Ray, sxpplied (Aile, 
p.ll5). In another letter to Hole. Ray states he himself 


April 1 
^ril 3 


April 3 

April 4 
3-3:30p.m. 


4:00p.m. 
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rented the room using the alias Join Willard (Hale. p. 

30). Bay vent out to die York Arms Gocpany Store then 
located at 162 South Itiin Street and purchased a pair 
of Bus^xiell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143); 

Ray vas identified by the salesman at York Arms and 
Ray adoits to having been to the sports store and to 
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Hule, p. 

115). fiy 5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to 
the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken 
his zipper bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Hole. p.ll5); 
by necessary inference, because it vas admittedly 
brought down from there and dropped on the sidewalk, 
the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Room 5-B at this 
time or Just before Ray's trip to the York Arms Go. 

Store (See Huie, p.ll4 and p.l31; 4143). 

As detailed in die discussion of the course of 
the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin fled 
from the comm bathroom at the rear of the xocming 
house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The 
assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear 
the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45 
seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could 
have reached and undoubtedly did reach Ray's \hite 


6:03:50p 
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Most^ffig after droppiiig Ray's bag. the rifle Bay bought 
and bearing only his firtger^ints and the bedspread \ddch 
Ray admits taking up to Boom 5-3 (Staff reenactment; 

Hole. p.lI5). According to a post-con\dctlon statement by 
Bay to then Special Agent in Charge of the Maiphis Field 
Office, Robert Jensen, rooDer Charles Stephens had a 
good look at Bay in the rooming house (5622; Interview of 
Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. 6). 

(ki the street Warren Canipe, Jr., in his place 
of business, Canipe Aiusement Co., at 424 South ^kin Street 
heard a thud near the front door of his store, looked up 
to see a \diite male ^lalk rapidly past his store going 
south (right to left to someone inside the store) and, 
with the two customers in his store, went to the front 
door where they observed a small white car, a Histaxg 6:04p,iD. 
according to the two customers, pull away going north 
(left to ri^t) from a curb side parking place just south 
of Canipe's store (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-Sec.l; cf. 

Huie, p.131). 

According to Bay's admission to author Huie, Bay ^ril 4, 

1968 

drove south Into Mississippi and then turned east through 

Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th April 5, 

1968 

'(Huie, p.l32). He abandoned the vhlte Mistang. (]n the 
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table In the rtcci at the Atlanta roccing hcuse, he left 
a letter about South Africa fron the John Birch Society 
In California and a copy of the Free Press froa Ix>8 
Angeles to divert the FBI's attention to California 
%diile he fled to Canada p.l33). Bay picked xjp . 

his laundry at the Piedmont laundry pick-up statim at 
1168 Peachtree N.E. In Atlanta on the 5th of ;^)ril (4697), 
He then took a bus departing Atlanta Just after notxi on 
the 5th and arrived in Cincinnati at about 1:30a.m. on 
the 6th of April. After a one hour layover vMch he 
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Fay 
continued by bus to Detroit u-here he arrived at about 
6a.m. (Huie, p.l35). He crossed by taxi Into Canada 
arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and 
proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at 
about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.l35). He rented a room at 
102 Osslngton A^renue without giving his name (5502; 

Huie, p.135). 

On the 8th of ^ril B^ began t±te process of 
securing a Canadian passport. He picked two names, 

Paul Edward Brid|grnan and RsBion George Sn^d, from the 
announcements of births in newspapers for the year 
1932 at the public library (Rule, p.l37). He made an 


April 5, 
1968 
between 
9:00a.m. < 
10:00a.m. 


approx. 

1:00p.m. 


April 6, 
1968 
1:30a.m. 
2:30a.m. 

between 1 
and 11a. 


approx. 

5p.m. 

approx. 

6p.m. 

>^il 8, 
1968 


April 10, 
1968 
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applicacion for a duplicats bir^ ceniflcace In each cf 
these tames on April 10 and on Che following day had 
a passport picture taken In the name of Bridgroan and 
then to provide a separate mailing address for the 
ecpected replies as to Sneyd, he rented a room at 
962 Dundas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th 
(5502; Huie, p.141). On Che same day he executed an 
application in the name Paul Bridgman with his, Kay's 
102 Ossington Avenue address as the person to be 
notified In case of eiergency Q^e, p.l43). The 
Kennedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the processing 
of the application for Kay (5302). On the 19ch Kay 
moved to the Oundas Street address (5502). 

The fingerprints of "Eric S. Galt" were fotaid to 
be a match with those of James ..Earl Kay after a search 
of the print file on Ibgitlve Felons. 

According to author Rule he gleaned from Kay that 
Kay visited four bars on the 21st in order to watch the 
TV show ’The FBr' (Hole. p.l47). He found the show tuned 
In at the fourth place he Cried and learned that he had 
made the Ten Msst Wanted List with an international "look- 
out^'as to Kay (Hule, p.l47). He checked out of the 
Ossington Avenue room on the 19th (Hole, p.l47). 


^ril 11, 
1968 


April 16, 
1968 


April 19. 
1968 


April 19, 
1968 
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Oci April 2^ the Canadian passport in the raane of 
Faaon George Sneya \as Issued to Bay (Hule, p.l48). Bay 
purchased a round trip ticket to London and departed 
on ^ky 6, 1968 (Huie. p.l49). Fran London Bay took a 
plane to Lisbon \^ere he spent 10 days looking for a 
passage to Angola (Huie, p.150). When he uas unable 
to do so he returned to London after first getting his 
passport replaced at the Canadian Biibassy in Lisbon to 
correct the spelling of the nane Sneyd (instead of Sneya) 


Aoril 2^. 

1965 

tby 6 . 
1968 


May 16, 
1968 


uwafe icm 


Bay returned to Londjn and spent his time trying 
to find a way to join a loercenaxy force (Huie, p.l50). 

Tb this end he bought a plane ticket to Brussels and vas 
in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport 
%Aien he was apprehended on June 8, 1968, by detectives from 
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Huie, p. 150-151). The arrest 
was made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and 
carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber 
Japanese-make revolver found on his person at Heathrow 
(4346,4368; Huie. p.l51). 

This chronology has been conpiled from data in FBI 
reports and Bay's letters to author William Bradford Huie. 
It was hoped by the task force that we would have an 


May 17, 
1963 


June 8, 

•m 0k ^ ^ 

lyoa 
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oppcrroiiry co go over the racrs wLth Jscies Earl Bay 
himself. Accordingly, after the Uhited States Si^eme 
Cburt denied his petition for a vrit of certiorari, on 
Deceraber 13, 1976, a verbal request uas made to Bay's 

At:t~n!r-ney■ J ame s H. Tesay ^ fnfr an nppQr'^^w^ry tn intfiTViSV^ 

Kay. lesar stated that he \jas viritlng Kay a letter that 
day and vould advise him of our desire to interview him 
and leave the matter tp to him (Interview of James H. 

Lesar, Deceiher 14, 1976, tffp. B). Also, the task force 
sent Kay a letter on Decenber 15, 1976, via his attorney 
requesting an interview (See letter to Janes Earl Kay, 

December 15, 1976, App. A, Ex.14). While no answer to 
our letter was received. Kay sent the task force a copy of 
a letter addressed to his attorney. Kay attached a copy 
of a cooplaint he recently filed in a civil action and 
stated in the letter to his attorney that: *1 agree with 
your advice opposing the Interview. It would appear that 
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their 
book writing collaborators, e.g., (^rold Frank, George 
hfcMillian, et al.” (See letter to James H. Lesar. December 20, 
1976. App. A. Ex.l5>. 

Absent a statement to us from Ray, four existing Kay 
explanations were caipared and are here briefly noted. 
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Firsc, re cne, ocher than his attorneys’talked vlth 
Ray before the plea bargaining resulted in his co^ction 
of the First Degree murder of Hartln Luther King. Jr., and 
sentencing in open court on March 10. 1969, before Judge 
W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby County. 

Tennessee (See iranscript App. A, Ex. 16). At that time, 

^ dire . Judge Battle asked Ray: "Are you pleading 
guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because 
you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such circvnistances 
that vculd make you legally guU^ of Murder in the First 
Degree under the law as explained to you by your lawyers?" 

Ray answered: "Yes." 

Ray then adoiowledged that he was pleading guilty 
freely, voluntarily and understandingly. He and his 
attorney, Percy Foreman, initialed the copy of these 
questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed 
stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506). 

Ihe task force observes that the only way one can 

rtn-iA 

acccn^lishes, or aids or assists in the acconplishnent, of 
the wrongful killing of a himan being with preneditation 
and malice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed 
^t he intended to and did kill Dr. King. 
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Seccnd, Say relaced in writing co auchor Huie a 
stecy of his odyssey frcm Missouri State Prison to-Metphls 
which acknwledged that he bought the surder weapon, made 
his vay to Maphis, rented the room there at 422 South 
Main on April 4, 1968, using the alias "John Willard," 
waited In ^e white Mustang, and drove "Kaoul" away from 
the crime sceie after the tnrdpr wholly unaware of the 
killing of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul", or "Foual", 

Is the systerious killer vhom Ray thought to be an 
International gun-runner; Ray bought the murder weapon for 
"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective 
Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the "flop house" on South 
Main Street (Huie, p.130-131). 

Third, in a statement read on a progran of Station 
KM3X-TV St. louis, Missouri, in August of 1969 by his 
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as allying that 
he was the innocent victim, "die fall guy" of a scheme by 
the IBI Cfeiphis 44-1987 Sub M-665). This description of 
the crime contains no reference to Raoul. 

Fourth, the most recent story available to the 
task force is reported as the result of a four hour Interview 
by Ueyne Chastain, Jr.. for the Pacific News Service, 

October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was "set vp 


/ 

L. 


as a patsy” for "Saoul. '* It proceeds along the ssae lines 
as the tale told by Kay to author Hole that there was to 
be a neetixig at the roooiiiig house at 6p.a. with an 
international gm runner. Bay was insanjcted by Baoul to 
have the \diite Hostang at the curb for "Baoul's” use that 






a»v*ca 


”V 




SrOOp.m. to get air in a low tire and found police suazning 
all over the place 'vhen he tried to return at 7:05p.m. He 
could not park, was turned back by police and learned only 
after driving 100 miles Into Mississippi that he had been 


associated with the men vho killed Dr. King CEhe Assassinations . 
Dallas and Bevcnd . Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock 
and Bussell Stetler, Bandom House, 1976, pp.315*317). 

Ihe task force views the exculpatory content of these 
varying and patently self-serving tales to be unbelievable. 

Ihe varying details are materially self-refuting. Bay first 
adnits full guilt. He then says he waited innocently at the 
curb took off after the shot with "Raoul” as a passenger. 

Be nect Bsya he was the cat^aw of the FBI. And finally, 
he and ttva Histangw^.not In the area when the shot was 
fired and he never saw "Baoul” after the event. 

The eye witnesses to the "get OMay**, saw only one 
man who resembled Bay. The man left in a hurry in a vMte 
Histang as Bay adnitted doing in version lunber two. Ue 
concluded Bay was lying about the escistence of a "Baoul”. 
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Ray's stipulated judicial confession oonports in 
detail with the facts disclosed by the investisatlon and 
tiie failuie of the self-serving stories persiiasively 
undemines the lUcelihaod of any conspiracy. 
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2. Moti^ 


Jmes Earl Ray, bom 1928, was raised under 
difficult cdrConstances. His pcurents were poor, unedu¬ 
cated and generally resided in areas surrounded by 
criioinal activity. Ray did not achieve a high sdiool 
education, nor did he attend any \rocaticml institution^ 

After enlisting in the arny in 1946, Ezy did not meet the 
military's standards and was discharged in 1948 for lade 
of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987). 

Thus, at the age of twenty-cne, he had a very limited 
education, was not trained or ddJ-led at any particular job, 
and w^ls a reject of the military establishment. Thereafter, 
he proceeded to participate in and be apprehended for a 
nvi±>er of criminal actions for \ibich he would be incarcerated 
for fourteen of the next eighteen years until his escape from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary in ^ril 1967. Pay's criminal 
activities included robbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861- 
4143). Be was not known to have been involved in crimes where 
victims or witnesses were E^slcally harmed. 

files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an IQ of 105 
(HQ 44-38861-3503). 
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In March 1968i Janes Earl Ray was forty years 
old and was never }onciMn to ha\« tud a serious relation¬ 
ship with a man or wcroan during his adult life. Although 
he was about to oonndt a very Infanous adne of assassina¬ 
tion, neither his childhood, his military years nor his 
adult life of crime and iitprisonment signaled such action. 
Bis criminal activities were not those of a hired or self- 
accoiplished premeditated murderer. Why then would James 
Earl R^ murder Or. Martin Luther King, Jr,7 

An analysis of Ray's prison records and interviews 
with his prison inmates reveals some probative facts with 
respect to a lIDti^«. For escample, in 1955 Ray was incar¬ 
cerated In the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
for forgery of post office noney orders. On Septenber 12, 
1957, Rey was a^roved for the honor farm at Leavenworth, 
but was never transferred there because he refused to live 
in the integrated domitory at the fasn CHQ 44-38861-1678). 
Ihus, he was sr^posedly willing to sacrifioe this benefit 
and its acocnpanying privileges to avoid association with 
black prisoners. 

An inmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary 
for e^roxinately three years, stated that Ray hated 
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that 
all the Negro prisoners inside the penitentiary should 
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be killed. He also responded that on several ooca sl ons 
Bay had said he would kill Or. Martin Luther King, Jk., 
if the price ware right. In 1966, there was a riot at 
the penitentiary. Three blacks were killed. Ihe inmate 

m. ^ * ^ M ifc ■j' 

WWLLLUl 1JL7U WIJCUKS^ IWJ ilOU ^aOL k^WXpa.iJOLL UJC 

killings. He did say that, if Bay had not, he would 
definitely knew who had killed the prisoners. Be also 
said that he would not be surprised if he acted without 
being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another 
prisener vho was a chef at VEP and Bay's boss for six years, 
stated that this innate was a good friend of Bay and he also 
hated Negroes. CBQ 44-38861-4443). 

A second innate with Bay at the Missouri State 
Benitentiaxy fron I960 until 1965, claiined that he 
recalls that Bay was glad when President Kennedy was killed 
and stated "that Is one nigger-loving S.O.B that got shot". 
The prisoner also advised that Bey disliked Negroes. During 
the tine period v^ien King was leading demonstrations and 
inarches Bay would become aggravated and \:pset when reading 
this infcaanation in newspapers to the point that he vould 
curse King and the Negroes. Be further stated he had heard 
prison runors that Bay was supposed to have killed three 
black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, be related 
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that in 1963 Pay siace the rsniark that he vas ^ing zo 
get Martin Luther King when he got out of prison. 

(HQ 44-38861-2678, 2791). 

A third innate at MSP from 1962 until 1965, 
described Ray as a "Iczie wolf" yio never trusted 
anyone. He stated that Ray was a racist and was heard 
mai^ times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Another 
prisoner became acquainted with R^ in 1965 and said that 
ccmmented if he ever got out of jail he was going to 

make himself a "bunch roonev." and Rav further said a 

_ ^ ^ __ 

"Businessmen's Association" had offered $100,000 for 
killing Martin Luther King. Ihis prisoner said that 
Rey did not kn£>r what the "Businessnen's Association” 
was, but he intended to find out. (HQ 44-38861-4143). 

A cellmate with Ray in 1955 at Kansas City vhto 
later served prison time with Ray at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
was also incarcerated with Ray at MSP. He stated that 
during the period when President Kenned^ was assassinated 
-Hie nrn j gfnpnt-g of DST, Martin Tjyt h^r King be^?!e tiSS tOplC 
of conversation at the penitentiary. Mary prisoners heard 
that businessnen had raised a considerable amount of money, 
about one mUlion dollars, as a bounty on King's head. He 
further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he 
known about the bounty on John F. Kennety's head and 
had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he 
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got out in ti» snc King vex still ali*;e« he wculc get 
the bounty on King (BQ 44-38861-4143). A prisoner 
%riio was at hSP fian 1958 through 1965 stated Pay did 
not like Negroes and was c^iable of killing Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143). 

Bay’s psychological background is also a very 
inportant avenue review. As a result of a voluntary 
psychiatric exaitdnatian in 1966, Bay was described as 
having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with 
anxiety and depressive features (HQ 44-38361-3505). Zn 
1954, a prison sociologist stated that Ray's delinquencies 
seem due to ijipulsive behavior, especially vhen drinking 
(HQ 44-38861-3335). Ihese ^laracteristics and ccxments 
about Bay si^iport the opinion of psy<±Dl 0 gist Dr. Mark 
Freeman. While Bay was in Los Angeles he was a patient 
of Dr. FTeenan. Dr. Freeman believes that Bay was potenticdly 
capable of assassination, was a self-motivated person \ito 
could act alone, and likely fantasized on being sonecne 
inportant. 

There were two matters involving Bay and blacks 
ii4ule outside prison vhidi shed seme li^t on vhether his 
hatred of blacks and need for iirportance and profit could 
have motivated him to nurder. While in Mexico in the fall 
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of 1967, Say esscciatad with a >Sexic3n woman, -Isna 
Morales, in the Ci^ of Puerto Vallarta. Morales adnitted 
Sipending considerable time with him and recalls an incident 
that took place On SlSid^, Cctcber 2Sth« She aid Bay were 
seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four 
blacks and several v4ute persons arrived and vers seated 
at another table. She stated that kept goading the 
blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Bay left his t^le 
to go to his car, and when he returned he 2 isked her to 
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his 
pocket. Bay stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the 
blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the 

however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to 
check the establishnent and Bay stated he wanted nothing to 
do with the police, thereby teminating the incident (HQ 44- 
38861-2073). 

A second incident took place during Bay's stay in 
Los Angeles. James £. Morrison, a bartender at the Babbit's 
Foot Cli& there, identified Bay as a frec[uent custoner. 
Morrison said that on one occcision Bey became engaged in a 
political discussion with him regarding Robert Kenned^ and 
George Wallace. Bay became rather incensed and vehemently 
si:{¥>orted Wallace. On another occasion, Bey had had a 



dLscussioti wiuh Pac Goodsell, a frequent fexele custccer, 


ocncemli^ blacks and tbe civil ri^ts np v gnent. Ray became 
very Involved and began dragging Goodsell towards the door 
si^/ing, *1*11 drop you off in Watts and w'U see bow you 
like it there" (HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went 
outside and bad to fi^t two persons, one being black (Huie, 
pp. 96-98). 

Ihus, it seems clear that Ray openly displ^ed a 
strong racist attitude towards blacks. While in prison, 

Rey stated he would kill Dr. Ring if given the opportunity 
and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack black persons 
In Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, with a we^)on for apparently 
a racial reason. These events and occurrences leading to 
the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination Itself 
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Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil ri^ts movement, 
his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a 
potential quick profit msy have, as a whole, provided 
sufficieit iapetus for him to act, and to act alone. 


3. Sources Of I\mds 


Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was 
recognized ti^at he had traveled extensively following his 
escape from the Missouri Faiitentiary. Moreover, in addition 
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CO rorsal livlr^ ecper^es. had sade several rjb- 
ttanclal purchases, e.g., cars, photo equlpcoenc. dance 
lessons (See, list of known expenditures, App. A. 4). 

These expenditures suggested that he had financial assist¬ 
ance and hence possible co-conspirators, therefore, the 
Binreau was particularly interested in determining his 
sources of inccme. On ^nril 23, 1968, the Director advised 

all field divisions to consider Rav as a susoect In anv 

« 

unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or amed robberies 
occurring after April 23, 1967. Ihe results were negative. 

On April 29, 1968, the Director In a teletype to 
all sac's ordered that all law enforcement agencies vhidi 
maintained unidentified latoit fingerprints be contacted 
and requested that fingerprints of Hay be ccnpared in order 
to determine his past wiersabouts wd possibly establim 
his source of funds. Again, negative results were obtained. 
Ihe Director, on Mty 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions 
that Kay had spent a conslder^le amount of money frcm .^xril 
23, 1967 until >^;nrll 4, 1968, and advised that a source for 
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered 
that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate witnesses 
in xsisolved bank rcbberies and bank burglaries. These efforts 
and all others to date, with one exception, have proved 
frululess* 


!■/ 
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As a result of one of Hole's look articles, the 
^ fiscs^rtLsin mwC H^y ^a/4 a 

restaurant In ULxsietka, Illixiois, for approxlnaCely el^t 
we^. As e dlshwasha: and cook's helper. Bay had received 
checks totaling $664 &aoi 7, 1967 through •Tune 25. 1967 
(See. list of kncMn incooie. A, Ex. 5). This Is the 
only knoun scxsrce of inccae for Bay following his prison 
escape. Beports from the Bpyal Canadian Munted Police 
Indicated no kxMti robberies or burglaries ^^hich could be 
connected with Bay, nor did Mexican authorities notify 
the Bureau of any criminal activity ^ddch could be associ¬ 
ated with Rsy. The Bureau Investigated the possibility 
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in 1967. hut It was established that he was not a partici¬ 


pant. 

Ray related to author Hole that he robbed a food 
store in Canada, and that an individual named "Raoul" 
furnished him finds on a continuous basis for various 

t 

undertakings. These matters were actively pursued by the 


Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have 
they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and 
journalists. It Is the Bureau's cptnion that Bey most likely 
committed on a periodic basis several robberies or burglaries 
during this period In order to support himself. Ray's criminal 
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background does le:d credence to theory. 

The task force Interviewed K^'s brother; Jerry 
Bay (See, Interview of Jerry Bay, Dececber 20, 1976, App. 

B). He stated that to bis knowledge faoily manbers did 
not provide Jacoes vith ary funds. Jerry adnltted be net 
wi^ bis brother two or three ciioes during his eaploynent 
at the Wimetka restaurant and advised that be, not Janes, 
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However, 
when Jerry again saw bis brother on bis return frctn Canada 
In August, 1967, Janes did have sone noney because it was 
be vho paid for their €9q>enses ^^ch included a notel roan. 
Jerry added that Janes also gave him bis car caimenting 
that he would purchase a more expensive car In Alabama. 
Jerry stated he was unaware of vhere his brother bad 
obtained bis non^ as well as the amount of ncciey be bad 
at this time. 

Accordingly, the sources for Bay's funds still 
remain a nystery tod^. 
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4. Fsgilly Ccncacts and Assistance 


Our revlof of tlie files Indicated that the FBI 
had no hard evidence linking James Ray to ary oanspiracy 
to kill Dr, King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau 
apparently discounted the significance of any contact 
between Ray and his family. As the Chicago case agent 
told us, it is not inusual for a fugitive or a person 
who has c o n uji tted a given crime to be in toudi with 
f amily OEchers. While such contact may render the actions 
of die family oenber criminally liable, it is not generally 
pursued absent sane evidence of direct participation in the 
crime. 

However, in li^t of the fact that a good deal 
of nystery still surrounds James Ray and the assassination, 
particularly the means by \diidi he financed his life style 
and travels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor- 
iZBtion which was incovered, the Bureau should have pursued 
this line of the investigation more diotcu^ily. 

The connection of the Ray family to the crime against 
Dr. King ntcy have been nonexistent. Ibis does not alter the 
fact, however, that the fBI discovered that the subject of 
the largest manhunt in history had been aided in his fugitive 
status by at least one family meober. this and other facts 
suggestive of family assistance became dear as de Bureau’s 
investigation progressed. 
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First, John and Jerry 3ay >Ad significanc ccntacts 

with James vAiile he was in Missoiiri State Penitentiary 

(tCP) at Jefferson City, Missouri. Jerry Ray visited 

Janes three or four times and had borrowed money from 

James on at least one occasion during his confinanent 

(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17). John Ray visited or attenpted 

to visit James Ray v^le at tGP on at least nine occasions. 

The last visit took place on J^ril 22, 1967, the day before 

Ray escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503). The Bureau also discovered 

that while in prison at MSP James Ray had a fellow innate 

.-*1 

send a money order to a fictitious ccnpany (Albert J. Pepper 
Stationary Co.) in St. Louis, Missouri. The money was sent 
to the address of Carol Pepper (sister and business partner 
of John Bay) where she resided with her husband Albert. 

James Ray had told the inmate who sent the money that it was 
a way of getting mon^ out of the prison (BQ 44-38861-2614). 

Seocnd, James Earl Ray was seen by several people in 
both the St. Louis and Chicago areas during the period 
ijnnediately after his escape. In St. Louis (where John 
Ray was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they 
had seen James Ray on separate occasions. One stated that 
he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas 
City, 44-760-786). The other saw Ray entering a bank with 
Jimmie Owens and spoke briefly with Ray as they entered 
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(HQ 44-38861-3483). In the Chicago area where Jerry Bay 
was living, the Bureau disccrvered that James had 
purchased a car on Jine 5. 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sdb D 
Ex. 85) and had worked In Wiimedca. Illinois. Ray's 
eoplx^ers also told Bureau agents that James Ray had 
received several calls rrcm a man rjalining to be Bay's 
brother innedlateXy prior to James' departure from his 

ttisy stated that these had a visibly distisbing 
effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry 
Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the IBl that he 
overheard John and Jerry mention that James had been In 
Chicago during the suaner of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508). 

Third, In California, the FBI discovered two facts 
which pointed toward possible contact between James Ray 
and his brothers. Richard Gonzales \iho was a fellow 
student with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles 
told Bureau agents that Bay had told him ;^on coopletion 
of the course that he (Rsy) was going to visit a brother 
in j i i r T p o i^jm £c2r w&sics CHQ AA^3S861“12335 ^ F3X 
also interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein. 

Ste stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the 
date when Ray left Los Angeles) James Ray had been stating 
that he was in need of funds and was waiting for his brother 
to send him some money. 


iJ 
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Fourth, through an informant the Bureau discc\^red 
that Jerry Ray in^ not have been entirely candid with the 
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disclosed to Bureau agents m June 7, 1968, that Jerry Ray 
stated he had seen his brother (Janes) at least once at a 


pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his 
escage. Jerry also allegedly stated to the informant that 
he had recognized the photograph of Eric Starvo Galt as 
being identical with his brother James prior to the time 
the FBI had first contacted him in connection with the 
assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything 

«____ 1_ fun 
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Corresp o ndenoe recovered by the Bureau indicated 
that Jerry nay have heard f ran James in Canada in June of 
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray was in Canada 
during ^ril and May of 1968 prior to his departure for 
London on May 7, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-4595). It is also noted 
that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mail 
from James, \*n.le James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22 
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